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The territory now Sharon was, prior to December 22, 
1726, included in Dorchester; but then became a part of Stough- 
ton which was incorporated at that date. On June 21, 1765, the 
district of Stougnhtonham was incorporated, and afterwards ele-= 
vated to the rank of a town by the general act of August 25, 
1775. The distinction between "district" and "town" is given 
in three Massachusetts Reports, 572, thus, "Districts are towns 
with the same officers, but without the right of electing a 
Biprsnentativest si abil of the town was changed to Sharon 
Pebruary 25, 1785. 


= 


The towm and church records cf Dorchester and Stouge 
ton are to be searched for Sharon facts during the periods be- 
fore the division into townships. In the case of some early 
deaths, interments were made in Dorchester. The grave stone in 
Sharon with the oldest date is that of Fhenezer Rillings in 

LT 
the West burying ground, L753 - The Chestnut Tree Cemetery was 
laid out about 1730. 

In the careful search of records, regard should be 
had aiso to important changes in territory from annexations 
from one town to another, as the full town records of such ter- 
ritory ahmefed are necessarily in more than one town. 

The records of deeds and other real estate records 


and the probate records prior to March 26, 1793 (when Norfolk 
County was incorporated) are to he found in the Recistries of 
Suffolk County in Boston. Similar records since that date are 
kept in Dedham, the shire town of Norfolk County. The records 


and plans of the Dorchester Proprietors are deposited in the 


Registry of Deeds at Dedham. 


— 


oe 


The following references are in the possession 
of the Sharon Historical Society. 


om Annals of Sharon. By Jeremiah Gould, 1830. | 
Publications No» 1, 1904. Sharon Hist. Soc. 
- Baptist Church in Sharon, History of. 


By Rev. Lyman Partridge, 18&2. 


” First Parish, Sharon, Origin and Farly History of. 
By George Willis Cooke, 1903. 


A sermon preached at the ordination of Rev. 
William Richey, Canton, July 1, 1807. Also 
an appendix giving an historical account of the 
several churches in Canton, Sharon, and Stoughton. 


The Ministerial Tax, with list of persons 


af taxed. By Fugene Tappan, 1904. Scrap Book 
Vol. II of Sharon Hist Soc. 
A sermon preached at the ordination of 
Reve Jonathan Whittaker, Sharon, 1799. By 
Reve Abiel Holmes. 
Fad Gannett, Deborah Sampson, Reprint of Address 1802. 
Publications Noe 2, 1905. Sharon Hist. Soc. 
Pe Gand Owners in 1798, Sharon. By Eugene Tappan, 1904. 
Scrap Book, Vole I of Sharon His. Soc. 
> Massapoag Pond Bank. By Frederic  Hndicott. 
Publications No. 3, 1906. Sharon Hist. Soc. 
a Pole Plaine, and other names by which Sharon has been known. 
(Manuscript) By John G. Phillips, 1905. 
Publications of the Sharon Hist. Soc. 
mOB. 1, 2, and 3. 1903 = 1906. 
Scrap Books of Sharon Hist. Soc. (Manuscript) 
Vols. I, II, and III. 1904 -1905. 
bs. sharon, A Few Words about. Fy Fugene Tappan. 
Dedham Hist. Fee. July 1903. Vol. XIV. 
Sharon Hist. Society, Origin and Incorporation of. 
Publications No. 1, 1904. 
ix: Sharon Lyceum, Records, 1844 - 1846. 


Sharon, Mass., The Healthiest Town in New Fnaland. 
Twelve Pamphlet Fditions. 1882 - 1899. By ‘Wil- 
liam EB. Wickes. 
sharon Ozone (newspaper) Bound pares 1869 - 1894. 


Sharon Probate Casese List from 1793 - 1878 by Fusene Tappan. 
Scrap Rook, Vol. III of Sharon Hist Soc. 
(Abstract of said cases in process of making.) 


Sharon Wills and Probate Papers. Abstracts and copies from 
earliest records to 1793 (manuscript). By Fugene Tappan. 


Stoughton ham Institute. First Anniversary Celebration of, 1604. 


History of, By Flmira G. Winship. 
Scrap Book Vol. III of Sharon Hist Soce 


Reunion of the former pupils and friends of, 
1889. 


The following references may be found in 
the Sharon Public Library. 
Dorchester Proprietors' Map of the Twelve Divisions of land, 
1696 and 1697. John Butcher, survevor. 


Dorchester Proprietors' Map of the Twenty-five Divisions o 
Jand, 1715 etc. James Blake, Jr., surveyor. 


Gannett, Deborah Sampson, Copy of her Diary with some notes 
by Eugene Tappan. 
Dinner, April 3, 1902. 
con History of Canton (containing matter relative to Charon) 
By De. T. Ve. Huntoon. 
> History of Sharon, by Solomon Talbot in History of Norfolk 
county, 1884. 
' 
a Map of Sharon, 1831. By Flijah Hewins. 
Old Home Week in Sharon, 1902. ) 


Sharon Advocate (newspaper) 1900 - 1905. 


Sharon Enterprise (newspaper) 1895. 


The following books of records are in the office | 
of the Town Clerk. 
> Account Books 1762 - 1783. By Benj. Hewins, Storekeeper. 
Records, Annual reports Town Officers 1870-1902 Vola I = Til. 


rict of Stoughtonham and Town of Sharon 1765 - 


ist 
meeOs VOIR. I = II. 
Records, Mortgsages, personal property 1832 - Vols. I-VI. 


Records, Second precinct of Stourhton 1740-1765. Volele 


_ Records, Sharon Friends School Yund. 18359- Vol. Fs 
2a Records, Sharon Soldiers in the Civil War (manuscript) Vol. I. 
Records, Town Clerk of Sharon, 1826 - Vols. III-VI. 


Books at Office of Town Clerk. (Continned.) 
Records, Treasurers’ Books. 1740 - Vols. I - XIil. 


ee Records, Valuation 1740 - 
1826 Vols. I - IJI copies. 
1826-1866 a bundle of small Vols. 
1866 - one Vole each yeare 


= Records, Vital Statistics. Stoughtonham ard Sharon. . 
Births, marriages, and deaths 1765-1901. Vols. I-III. 


(The above records are ail bound in good condition and 
kept in a fire-proof vault in the Town House at Sharon.) 


. The following may be referred to by permission of Wil- 
&S “ 
liam R. Mann, Esqe, to whom they belong. 


sas Ancient Map of Sharon. 1794 and 5. 

a "Sharon and some of her inhabitants and where they lived in 
1794." and "Sharon in 1830." By William R. Mann. 
Clippings from "Foxboro Reporter." 1886. 


m Town Records of First Parish 1740 = 1821. 
Bound Manuscript copy by W. R. ifann. 


} Vital Statistics, copied from town records and diary o 
Reve Philip Curtis and published in Dedham H 
rege 1896-1903. by W. Re Mann. 

Births 1764 = 1857. 
Marriages 1742 - 1857. 
Deaths 1747 - 1830. 


The following are in the possession of Mre Solozion 
Talbot, Sharone 


7 Account of "Great Gale and Tornado in Sharon in 1815."and | 
"LaGrippe in Sharon in 1816." in manuscript by 
S 6 Talbote } 


the following Records may be consulted by applying to 
John Ge Phillips, Sharon. 


ae Clerks'Records of First Congregational Parish in Sharon 1821-1906. 
Mae Secretary's reports of the meetings of the Sharon Center 


School Association 1888-1906. ( History of the 
Association in preparation.) 


a 


The following records are in possession of persons 
as noted below. 


Records of Baptist Church and Society 1814- 
In custody of George Ce Chisholm, Sharon. 


Records of Christian Society and Congregational Church 1621-1905. 


Society records in custody of Arthur A. Bailey, “harons 
Church records in custody of Alfred C. Sampson, Sharon: 


Records of the First Parish kept by Reve Philip Curtis, the 
first minister. — 
In custody of Mr. Charles S. Curtis, Sharon. 


The following references are in other places than 
Sharon, and may be found as designated below. 


Collection of Mss. on Ancient Stoughtonham by Re W. Carpenters 
Re W. Carpenter, Esq-, Foxboro, Mass. 


Epidemic of 1816 in Sharon. Dr. James Mann's Treatise. 
Boston Medical Library, 8 Fenway St-, Boston. 


Fpitaphs from Sharon Graveyards (mss-) 1900. 
N. HE. Hist. Gen. Society, 18 Somerset St., Boston. 


Gannett, Deborah Sampson, original Diary of. 
In custody of Mr. Idward Monk, Stoughton. 


Sharon references in “Archives” at State House, Boston. 


Sharon references in Autobiography of Rev. Henry Kendall. 
At Boston Atheneum, 10 1/2 Beacon Ste, Boston. 


Sharon references in Diary of Rev. Samuel Dunbar of Canton. 
faret. Church in Canton. 


Sharon references in Diary of Judge “Samuel Sewall and 
Diary of Judge Benjamin Lynde. 
Library of New England Historic Genealogical 
Society. 
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, THE ROBBERS’ CAVE IN SHARON. 


tograph shows the main entrance to the Cave, Besia 
Yl re 
ere were two others through which on 


cavern. The largest room,the one entered 


in this photograph,is several fect 


lower than the door. 
door,and is, roughly st ima! 
tapering toward a point % thé right-hand of this photograph. 


The Shade being very dense #@rom ov rhanging trees did not allow of 


& Glear negative,hense the tMinness of the print, 


— 


- Our colonial days fell in a time when thieving of every kind 
3 much more prevalent than at the present time. When our fore- 
ers were sailing for the New World all countries of the Old 
were Over-run with thietesjand every highway was infested 

: Slass of them designated as "Highwaymen" because they did 


i thieving only on the highways. These "Knights of the Road" 
eld themselves above association with the petiy,sneak-thieves 
S£L0Le from the "larder and hen-roost", 

To lay in wait,at some lonely spot,on the road and relieve the 
y or belated traveller of his cash was invested with some of 


ry that seems to attach to the “High finance" of our day. The 


reller had to carry some money to meet the expenses of his 


rney,or perchance he was carrying a large sum with him to do 
;/| 


e 


with,or pay debts in some distant town,and was sure to be 
woth the sigh Lo pineh There were few or no banks of other means 
o 7 j = . 

of exchanging Snoney between different towns so it had to be car- 


ried by somebody, To eatch, occasionally, one such was playing a bold 


or 


and daring game for big atakea, and called for cunning and a sort 
of low courage that has always been held in high esteem among ig- 
norant and vicious people. To rob this class of victims on the 


highways was both more romantic and exeiting than to sneak about 
e 


, —— . se " ‘ 
Some man’s house for ordinary pelf and run the greater risk of 
oe 


a 
ot 


eing caught by dogs or servants on watch for such visitors, The 
usiness became so invested with romance and adventure as to be- 
ome the subject of song and story— "The Bold Highwayman," 

oat the very hours when ten thougand firesides resounded to these 
songs and aden these "Knights of the Road" were plying their 
trace all over England, When the colonists were seeking material 


for their settlements in the New World the entire population of 
7 


Bgland was familiar with all this sort of thing. That some of 


bhose"Knights of the Road" were among that class of criminals the 
zOvernmment gave the choice between going to America or jail,or 
nay hap the gibbit,there can be little doubt. When England opened 
her jails to all who would go to America she no doubt sent hither 
any real highwaymen,or at least those who,in jail,had learned of 
bhom all of the methods employed in that"cratf"as they called it, 
Egioxic of those rascals we know were dumped upon the Southern 
Colonies,and not infrequently they became the teachers of the 
children of the planters, George Washington had a jail-bird for 
his first teacher,though he was not a “bold highwayman", A few of 
4 the more adventurous class of those jailebirds migrated to New 
England and by professing more knowledge or picty than they really 
“possessed Secured employment as teacher for a time. That these 
ellows could resist the temptation to recount to the children 
“a ‘ 
ry 


under their care the stories of the Claud Duvals,Dick Turpins and 
other "Highwaymen Bold" is impossible. 
In due time our country had her share of thieves of every class, 
 ineluding the "Knights of the Road" and "female Horse Thieves." 
7 The laws of the carly colonies were Severe on thieves, Sending 
: 
: 


many of them to the gibbit for no worse offences than house- 


-——— @& 


breaking and often petty pilfering.I have before me a sermon of 
. 
‘Rev. Samuel Mather/'preached on October, 21,1773, in Boston in the 


ay of Levi Ames,who was that day hanged for burglary" 

i In spite of this severity of the laws it is yet the wonder of 
a student of history that there was so little of highway robber- 
ory along our frontier stretching for thousands of miles and ever 


shifting its position on the map of the country by the tendency of 
the early settlers to push farther into the forests to found homes, 


1 Very few of our historians have given the fact that we actually 
| 


had highwaymen any attention at all,and the few who took notice of 
q 


: 
the fact dismissed it in a few sentences, The history of that feat- 


‘ ? 
ure of our early American life remains to be written, Cooer has 


given that phase of the early life more attention in his Spy than 


_ 


all other writers to date,and even there one iS impressed with 
the evident scantiness of material at his command. It is only when 


We Seareh the court records,diaries,letters and first newspapers of 


. <a 
wal 2 2 a 

eee | 

nie 

Se 

the colonists that we discover the real highwaymen of America, 


‘There were at times organized bands of them operating all along 


he frontier from Florida to Nova Sceotia,finding safe retzeats in 


x 


é fathomless forests, mountains and caves, Connecticut, Deleware 


gent. Pennsylvania, and New York seem to have had most of then. 

| The chief discouragements to the craft of the highwaymen were 
“no doubt to be found in the small amounts of money carried by 
Senciy travellers and the large amount of arms and ammunition they 
Barried,with a free disposition to make use of the labter,. Then, 
too,the stage coach was soon introduced in America and people 
travelled in considerable numbers making a holdeup a matter of 
considerable risk to the highwaymen, | 


- We have several well-autheniicated instances of robberies by 
¢ 


highwaymen on roads leading out of Boston toward towns on the 


South Shore, Those roads diverged from a coomon one leading 


through what is now the South End of Boston,terminating somewhere 


‘in the neighborhood of Dudley Strect, from this point,in the 


 vieinity of the old Norfolk House,the roads stretched out toward 
‘ei 
the South,West and Northwest settlements at various distances. 


q we 
After a time a road grew out of the many trails and foot-paths 


from Boston to Providence Bay and later to New York, 


| There are abroad certain traditions, not very well defined in 
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heir details,but in main quite credible that at some time a band 


highwaymen had their hidingsplace in a cCcave,so-called,on the 


southerly end of Moose Hill. from this point tradition says they 


ere accustomed to go forth and rob the belated travellers on the 
old "Turn-pike"or stage road from Boston to New York that passed 
by the foot of the hill,with diverging roads leading to the 


neighboring towns. Having heard some of these tradtions I set out 


one day to locate this famous Robber’s Cave. Knowing the character 


of the granite formation,and how the glaciers had acted upon that 
formation constituting the main ridge of Moose Hill I deeided,in 

my OWN Mind,where the so-called cave should be. I knew there was 

at 


no true Gawe in a granite ledge,and thatabest there could only be 


= 


a fissure to amswer the purpose of a hiding-place for robbers in 


Moose Hill. I sought that locality most likely to abound in such 


wweS,and at the first venture walked right to the door of the 
Called Robbers Cave. This cave,asS we shall call it,consists 


fa series of five fissures in a granite ledge,shaken probably 
besthe action of the glaciers that swept down with great weight over 
Moose Hill, yet not with foree enough to move the fragments after 

aking them loose from the main body of the ledge. Here they lic 
PHied .ageingt One another in such a manner that a person can quite satdy 
pass from one to another of these fissures,or rooms as they 
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sa be caeat, ina true Gave. They show signs of having been 


im mproved by ehoat tenamts in order to better fit them to their 


} 
iy 


requirments, A careful cxamination convinced me that these rooms 
’ 


had been in use for a long time. There are unmistakable sings of 
the long-continued action of sm@ke on the rooves of some of these 
[a against the walls of others one plainly sees the 
atensen of the action of fire on the granite rock, I found a 
at that had been carefully laid up in one place to supply a 
side of a room where nature had neglected to provide a wall.This 
Restenrefotiz laid up,was about three feet high and shut in the 
Occupants of that chamber and shut out the cold of winter, Upon 
— wall I had enough room to see and work in clearing 


of 
several of the chambers of about fifteen inches, black vegetable 


humus that had for ages been accumulating from the leaves that 
drifted in anddeeayed. I had hoped to find some relies left by 
oovehas o 
obbers in a fancied hasty removal,or some cast-off articles 


ha 


they might have left behind on vacating the cave, but nothing 
ned up +o reward my labors, I found, however,that fire had 


purned for a long time on the floor of the largest of the rooms, 


leaving its indelible marks in its effects upon the granite rock, 
ally : 

it is not at all ineredible to fancy these fissures or rooms 

* - ee! 
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je fell of Highwaymen, Swashbucklers, *ootpads,and possibly hunters 
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One least likely to have been discovered by officers who might have 


hunted for such as it would most likely have sheltered. The imme- 
jiate Surroundings have always been wild, ghostly and wierd, just 


such spots as people are ost inclined to shun,and evil-doers most 


ely to scek out for safety. 


The traditions about this cave that have come to me,in the light 
of these facts, seem credible enough to warrant some one who has 
better eyesight and more leisure time than I have possessed while 
residing in Sharon,to make a careful examination of such court 


records,old diaries,letters and carly books and newspapers as 


have survived from the carliest times down to about the year 1800, 


Or some light on the subject,I have no doubt that such research 


Cave with much interest for future generations,and add much 
- ee 


Lo the credit of the student of local history making such discov- 


Rev. Amos N. Somers . 
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I shall not pretend for a minute that the climate of Sharon 
joan rival the dry zone of the west, but for that matter, there is 
ino place near the New England coast that has anything but a hich 


; 
jhumidity with fogs and damp sticky-feeling days. Sudden @rzes 


|must be expected also, and fluctuations of the thermometer of even ® 
\fifty degrees in twenty- four hours. Lone spells of wet weatherre 


| 


jsure to come at certain seasons of thse year and sometimes even 
> 
when they are not expected. Neither can the town claifi the advantage 
of a high altitude, for it not over three hundred feet above sea ~ 
level. 
But still Sharon has some claim as a health resort, for while 


it is only eighteen miles from the coast it is protected to a great 


mjextent. by. the Blue Hill og Milton which stands between it and the. 


Jharsh east winks. Many times one will leave Boston shivering* 


“sj 
| Decause of a sudden turn in the weather and find only soft atmos- 
7 >. 
phere on getting off the train at Sharon. And even in a hard east 


pstorm there is never so much chill to the wind as there is glose to 


} **« * 
jor in Boston. : s 


The soil is largely gravel,---rather poor from the fa rrellis 


jpoint of view, giving a quick crop to Se sure but one that is 


== 


ptiablp to blight f£ from dry weather. In the interest of health it, is 


ta 


a Se 


Pp) ' 
yod soil, for surface water dries up very quickly. The roads are 
A 


ll made of gravel and absorb water about as fast as it falls, 
{ 


pdeed it is not unusual to be able to wal in any direction 


ithin a half hour of a drenching rain without fear of mud. 

The water supply is excellent and comes from wells and springs 
ving an analysis that for purity is seldom excelled. The small 
ber of enteric diseases that come under notice speaks volumes 
“ this purity. I have known but one case of typhoid fever in three 


bars, and that one was contracted away from the town. For positive 


4 


idence,---! have known Sharon water to be sent to Newport to one 


preferred it to the ordinary spring waters on the market. It 


Mainly has a coolness that ordinary water does not possess, and 
a 


i flavor that any drinking water cannot surpass. 
) Aside from the things that I have mentioned, Sharon is for- 


Maté in not being too big. The air is not vitiated by too many 


: t . 21 
Dreathers. The woods, also, that are accessible to anyone that can 


- 
a | | 
ped 

| 


five minutes from the centre of the town are largely made up 


f pine, and while there may not be any particular healing proper- 
| 


ties in the odor of balsam, there is a sweetness that makes one 


raw involuntary lone breaths, and who shall say then that there 


eee dife-giving property to the odor of the pine woods? 
I append a tabular view of the weather conditions of Sharon 


y a half, taken about eizht A. M. we smoweg 
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SAN FRANCISCO EARTHQUAKE. 


Cauton’ Citizen Writes: 
From San Francisco. 


Redding, Cal., Apr. 20, ’06. 


Editor Canton Journal:— 


It is not often that a resident of Can- 
ton has the experience of passing thro’ 
an earthquake, and while no doubt full 
accounts from here were given in the 
Boston papers, I thought possibly a few 
words from one who was here and felt 
the “tremor” and came out unharmed 
might be of interest to your readers, 
and so I am sending you a slight de- 
scription, and while at this writing all 
is chaos, and the flames still devouring 
with relentless greed the magnificent 
homes of the millioniares and hotels of 
unequalled splendor, enough can be writ- 
ten to fill one with dismay and it is be- 
yond the power of words to describe the 
horror and the awful grandeur of the 
scene at night as one watched the flames 
devour and spread to new sections of | 
the city. Iam safe and unharmed, but 
it is something never to be forgotten 
by those who witnessed or passed thro’ 
it. I was in bed at the time on the 
third floor of the hotel and felt the 
shock which shook and swayed the 
building and my bed seemed to be going 
one way and the room another, but for- 
tunately no great damage was done to 
the building. I fully realize that I can- 
not do justice to the awful castrophe 
but will try and give you a faint de- 
scription, 

Twenty-eight seconds rocking in the 
cradle of an earthquake have set at 
naught over half a century of city 
‘ building. To-day San Francisco is the 
tented town of 49 amid the billion dol- 
lar ruin of its former greatness. Here 
and there amid the pall of smoke stalk 
soldiers shouting mandates to a motley, 
frienzed throng. Upon every open place 
are gypsy camps, where rich and poor 
alike break scanty bread upon the 
ground, and guard. their small posses- 
sions with a miser’s care. 

At 5.13 o’clock Wednesday morning 
the promise of a glorious day smiled on 
a great metropolis. At 5.15 the streets 
were full of dazed and half dresseed 
people. The streets were full of debris. 
South of Market Street arose a slender 


shaft of flame. Everywhere men 
shouted incoherent questions to each 
othre, fleeing with their women towards 
the hills. Everywhere strange sights 
met the eye. In a doorway stood a 
‘tall girl weeping softly as she held the 
ruins of a shattered vase in trembling 
hands. Up to the hills streamed the 
multitude in a giant exodus of fear, 
and soon the lowlands were deserted as 
a sinking ship. 

That was the first of a chapter of » 
horrors. The shaft of flame blazed 
mightily in a southern rookery, leaped 
and played and grew in size until it 
came to be a seething hell of flame. 

Down from the hills streamed the 
people again. Back to their rooms in 
the great apartment house districts, | 
seizing valuables, anything of which 
their terror-striken sense apprises them, 
pell mell to the open squares, 

In Union Square, the most varied 
human gathering ever known, soon took 
ltheir posts. From the Palace Hotel 
came men and women of the better class 
with suit cases dainties lifted from the 
larders, bottles of champagne and mag- 
azines. From the cheaper lodging 
houses of Grant Street, Stockton and 
Powell streets came milliners, clerks, 
the poorer transient guests and painted 
women of the streets. From Chinatown 
streamed numbers of Mongolians, Latins 
gamblers of the tenderloin resorts and 
drunken hangers-on. They mingled 
promiscuously, dragging bird cages, 
pianos, trunks, sewing machines, much 
hastily acquired food and more of liquor 
They talked excitedly and without con- 
ventiality about the earthquake; about 
the chances of its repetition, and the 
sights they had seen. Reports spread 
like wild-fire. Chicago was reported 
to be inundated with a tidal wave; St. 
Louis, people said, had been wiped off 
the earth. Los Angles and Sacramento 
the rumors had it, were entirely destroy 
ed. All the world was coming to an 
end some people said. Some swore, 
frightenedly, others prayed and still 
others drank till they fell half stupified 
to the grass. Everywhere automobiles 
sped to and fro like demons. Scenes 
and sights of awful moment were on | 
every hand. | 

Several women were confined upon the | 


| lawn. Ambulances clanging strident 


bells drove up and took them off. it 


| created little stir. 


gies and autos. All played a part, all 


‘the Pan Handle most of these halted and 


Bye-and-bye soldiers came and tents 
grew up as if by magic. Other am- 
bulances stopped and laid with gentle 
charity still forms upon the ground. 
They were covered with sheets and the 


-crowd not even speculates as to their 


character. Each was thinking of him- 
self—thinking very, very hard. 

Slowly at first the fire zone crept on 
up Market street, dividing gutted ma- 
moth buildings in its path, and passed to 
broader fields. Then the crowd rallied 
and a wonderful tide of optimism dis- 


placed the fear which reigned before. 


“Tt cannot cross Market street” the 
word came everywhere, and with a sense 
of mental relaxation it was borne upon 
the throng that it was breakfast time. 
Like a restless hungry tide they turned | 
upon the restaurants, the groceries and 
bakeries. In twenty minutes every loaf | 
of bread in San Francisco had been 
carried off. Great quantities of canned 
meat came forth from corner groceries. 
A cracker famine followed and then fear 
of darkness for the night that would 
ensue brought forth a quest for candles 
that soon brought their price from two 
for five to thirty cents apiece. Having 
foraged thus men ate and recollected 
that their property was in danger in 
the down town district. 

Many prophesied other earthquake 
shocks to come with sundown, and a 
pilgrimage for Golden Gate Park ensued. 

Along every. westbound street a long 
procession moved, dragging trunks by 
cords, pushing power'ess automobiles, 
horseless wagons, family carriages, bug- 


loaded to the guards with baggage. At 


discharged their freight. Tents made 
out of bed quilts, costly tapestries, 
canes, curtain poles, and scattered lum- 
ber., trunks and boxes piled ten feet 
high. 

Here the military were also ceaseless- 
ly pacing to and fro erecting colonies of 
shelter tents, soothing frightened wo- 
men, giving blankets to the unsupplied. 

And thus darkness came upon the 
city finally, not the darkness of that | 
peace which night gives to a sleeping 
populace, but the dull red angry glare 
of distant flames. And so night came | 
to San Francisco on the memorable 18th 
day of April, 1906—the day before its 
fiery doom. People talked in whispers 
of the morn’s prospects. Here and 
there one suored contentedly. From 
everywhere came the wail of infants 
and the croon of mother’s lullabies. 


Se 


Vehicles rushed to and fro and there 
was little sleep. Constant rumbles ot 
the dynamite explosions rent the air. 
Far below there roared the sea of flame 
creeping steadily towards Nob Hill. 

Thousands thronged the hills standing 
tense eyed, silent, awe-struck at the 
sight beyond. With the first flush of 

| morning a shower of cinders began and 
continued steadily until noon. The 
sunrose slowly like a great red ball seen 


dimly through an opalescent haze of | 


purple smoke. People began to stir 


alized that they were hungry. With 
| their waking thoughts there began a 
search for water. Fortunately a water 
main burst on the night before gushed 
like a healing spring from a near-by 
sidewalk, and families filled buckets, 
| ash pans, coffee pots and vessels of all 
kinds until an hour later the streets 
and park were dotted with multiple 
small fires which gave forth the smell 
of steaming coffee, frying bacon, and 
other odors good to hungry nostrils. 
Not until the second nightfall after a 
general exodus had begun toward the 
beaches the ferry and other points, did 
famine come upon the crowd, mixed 
with the terror of a certain knowledge 
of the city’s doom. Then pitiable 
sights were everywhere and the real 
tragedies began. Many thousands had 
| left the city. Countless thousands still 
| remained. Water from Berkley staunched 
their thirst until midnight and till then 
| there was no real suffering known. The 
| early morning hours were hellish wita 
agonized cries for food and water, red 
with bloodshed, and the fire’s angry 
glow. What to-day will bring no man 
dare guess, He can only pray, and hope 
and trust in God. Through all the 
gloom and uncertainty comes the as- 
surance and belief that the generous 
heart of the American people will re- 
spond to the call for aid and I feel and 
know that old Massachusetts will be 
among the first to respond to the call. 
for aid as she has on all occasions in the 
past, and will in the future, and that 
right generously. 


confusedly, or as from a dream, and re- | 


| 
| 


I will in a future letter tell of later 
events and of the aid which is so sure to” 


flow in for the care of the homeless and 
needy. We are scattering out im dif- 
ferent directions to near-by places where 
accommodations can be had. 
WALLACE S. SHAW. 


——_0-—_——_ 


SAN FRANCISCO EARTHQUAKE 


H for the night and next-day we tramped [that holds the rest of that class under) 
it again to where we are, and God | subjection. But thank God, there are. 
knows where we wily be next, but we not many. I don’t know where we 
can only trust and hope. Last night | win be, or where We will locate; we 
was the first time we had our clothes |will both have to work at something to| 
off, and we haven’t washed for two!make a living and so 1 can’t give you 
days; wq barely have enough for any definite address but | will write 
| drinking and cooking; we cook iN the to you all soon as possible. Of course, 
streets, put bricks together, and make’ what I’ve written will probably be old! 
a fire inside, set our kettle (those who | news to you, but no words can express | 
4 have kettles) on and make whatever) the scenes of the past days. I have 
. Derry of Sharon and Mrs. (Capt) 4 can get food to make, then make a/ to stop and count up to know what day 
etl R. Derry, of Everett. oniaa pot of tea or coffee. We stand in line|it is, days and nights have been as 
arvey is one of the large oman 12/ for hours, waiting oun turn to get|lone, and it seems a month since we 
San Francisco who suffered so terribly bread, and we get a loaf about one-|| were aroused f 1 b h 
las the result of the recent terrible i : ae cel tl * 0 Bee MOS cide Vistas 
quarter the size of this sheet of paper|awful shaking, rattling, rumbling, 
‘calamity there, = she tells ete red |and about one and one-half inches thick; | smashing of breakable things, shrieks, 
in a most entertaining manner, SIVINE | one lady said, we are getting very large! and crashing of wails,—to the present 
one a much clearer idea of actual com’) 5. its today, at five cents a piece, || time 1 feel centuries old. It is sori! 
ditions among the sufferers thaN cam 225 144 one se bers es || ; ‘ E Spas: thy 
eieatied foam, tie ewenipee aoa me tde allowed S person. | ee to blow, and | am airaldye| 
ee cites Marvay's: father , was But the suffering apd desolation seems will not be allowed to have any fires 
a 9 os es > to make us all akin, and one person! this afternoon, which means just bread | 
| one of the original “forty-niners,” Who 5,4). another most willingly. Of! for supper, and meat, if We are lucky 
; 
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LETTER FROM SAN. FRANCISCO. 


Our readers will be interested in the 
following letter from Mrs. Nellia L. 
Harvey, a sister of Mrs. (Capt.) C. T. 


went there at that time in search of course, there are a few who wish to| enough to have any cooked or have any 
gold, and the familly oan viral pare profit by the suffering, but the Govern-' canned. We are never allowed to have 
been closely iaentified with that State ment seems to find out very soon, and a light in the house, and the sanitary 
—Ed. Gan Francisco, April 21at, 1906. then there isia change. On the Pres- laws are ironclad, which) is all that 
' ( 4 ; idio Reservation«in Golden Gate Park, saves us from sickness. If we could 
Dear Sister, out on the sand dunes of the beach, only have an abundance of water! 
I am alive and shal also my in all the squares, at kort; Mason, in |Sometimes when I see all the suffering 
husband, but the tesolirion on every fact, everywhere that there ig space, pees me, I think jt would have been 
hand is pigtal. We have just been UP poyseless and homeless people are |better had it all been ended, just a 
_ to the Presidio eapvermaent aa quartered, some have a few household ||little harder shake, and we would have 
tion) for food; we will not starve for roots some clothing and _ pillows,|)been where “suffering is no more. 
food is coming from all pinball and some a tent or a few sticks ot poles ||God’s ways are not; understood, and 
the Government is giving fit out from ung bed linen tacked on to make a tent ||God help us all in my dear old San 
nearly a hundred be gar tes The neg of it, but more are like ourselves just || Francisco, what is left of her today. 
are pitiful, nearly all of San Francisco, ahout nothing in the world, but what ||We are still having shocks, but light 
my beautiful city, is homeless, we have) they have on. The scenes around the |\ones. Mr. Harvey has gone over a 
lost everything, but are thankful to mmergency Hospital are heartrending,||ones. Mr. Harvey has gone over a 
| be unhurt and together. My brothers; and nurses and soldiers wait on the pa-||mile up the hill to get a bucket ot 


I haven’t any idea where they are, both 4; : : é 
ents night and day. G water, and we are told it is doubtful 
are burned out. In the district where < y., God bless the 


I am the fire did not reach, but build- 
ings are wrecked on every hand; we 
are in the house of a good Samaritan, 
and the place is partly wrecked. ‘The 


| earthquake was indescribable, but the 


fire has caused it to be forgotten. We 
waited in jour home until the fire was 
within a block, hoping against hope, 
that the dynamiters would stop the 
further progress of the awful conflagra- 
tion, and at the last we had to go. We 


walkeq at midnight over the hills to» 


the Emergency Hospital im Goiden 
Gate Park and our way was as light 
as mid-day from the flames; in fact, , 


there was no night. We got ar asylum | 


Red Cross people and our boys it blue, 
they have worked until they have 
dropped in their tracks, rested a little 
while, then got up and gone to work 
again, without even a murmur. Only 
for our soldier boys even this part otf 
the city would be gone too, but witain 
a few hours of the earthquake, martial 
law was declared and troops from every 
quarter came jn aNd tougnt the fire, 
and held the lawless in subjection. 
They have had to kill but it has al 
ways been a necessity, for there are 
some Who are murderers and thieves 
at heart, and the only way to hold 
them is to kill when one is caught; 


if we get any. I am going up te take 
my place in line for food. Some times 
the line is over a mile long and sol- 
diers; guard jit that the weaker are not 
pushed out by the stronger. Love to 
you my sister, to Florence, love to my 
Ruth trom her Aunt Nellie. 1 will 
write again and hope next time to 
jhave forgotten some of my sorrows. 
Your Loving Sister 

| NELLIE L. HARVEY. | 
231 2nd Ave., Richmond District, 

San Francisco, Cal. 
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Two addrésses were delivered in the 
course of the evening. The first ad- 
*hursda ening April : “i ; " ’ dress was by Mr. Phillips, who gave a | 
| town hall the Sharon Historica) °™e to Sharon and give an antique detailed accotint of thy doi and | 
| , : concert in Old Home Week. Rey. H iy er 
Society held one of its busiest and most liver’ Saka clipes en anal progress of the past year, and suggest- 
interesting meetings. Under the effi- | 
cient management of the committee for 


the evening consisting of Dr. George A. country, and especially of Massachu. ‘!° moci¢hy in its various branches and 

Dennett, Mrs. Margaret D. Hight, and Fs -, 5, that the interest in the outings, the 

Mi Winnibel B Ree Week setts. The treasurer’s and auditor’s — book wt Sek es, ul 
ss Bose. see ene. repo: wete then read by the t | fies eth o ot a matters of his- 

aig ee ee, TT tne. Colburn and showed the *°*°aTch is unabated. 

were pleasantly interspersed with mu- ? 

sical selections and a social intermission 


; x7 - 4] 
society to be on a d fi ee Dr. Loring W. Puffer, president of the 
Thi ing ual meeting, th 
| with tea and refreshments. Keller’s dll She ane z en] 


Old Bridgewater Historical Society, was 
: : the guest of the evening. He read a 
| American Hymn was sung by the au- io oe ple yam dedse 5 paper oni the O7d Bay Road, and gave an) 
dience, with Dr. rey a as psp dates were elected, the Society could interesting description of the Pierces, ; 
Stanton at the pian) and Air; ‘Thomac| ®t Dut regret Ue retirement of some pr mig ag ya ae on 
Prouty on the ya ssid peudseeag who Had served. so' well, papemene naming of Puffer Brook in Sharon The 
this favorite piece with a patrotie spirit does the Eociety regret the loss of Mr. Society voted thanks to Dr Puffer and 
The other selection, Old St. Anne wie Phillipe ae its Presidemt Mr. Pha a asked that he present his ae to the 
characterized by ike old time custom of Sad been inthis oitiée ‘since the need Society to be ead ‘binctite archives 
“lining off the verses,’ Mr Kempton re- ding of the socity, and his able and ach he kindly consented to do. . 
(ees, : a scholarly service will not be forgotten. sige : ; 
jciting in turn each line, which was then Just before the election Mr Eugene Thanks were also given during the eve-| 
sung by the audience. E ; ;,| Bing to Mr. Endicott of Canton for his 
; aibbekinsion. hes - be Tappan, the corresponding secretary, in| Iuabl d f M 
fe in Ssion has now become a behalf of the Society, presented him|V#!uable paper and map of } assapoag: 
fixed part of the programme. The op-|_. : i Pond. The meeting closed with the 
SIA »,| With a book dealing with the Devon- gir ie fe 
Rm ecoend it affords of the member's shire country in England, which the| “ging of “Auld Lang Byne. , 
tera of fhe programme itt abate "ves, Blcknore, ae made ao fe cai 
enthusiasm has secured a permanent mous in his novel, mage Roun: = 
: - ae Tappan compared Mr. Phillips to Black- 
place for it. The intermission this| °?P™ P ome | 
evening in charge of Mrs. Hight and ameyreke that he, by his labors for the 
Miss Bowman was a delightful affair, sire had spread the fame of Shar- 
and great praise is due to them and to, °"* History. 
the young ladies who so gracefully as-; Col. Edmund H. Hewins was elected 
‘sisted in dispensing the refreshments, | president. On taking the chair he 
After the meeting had been called to; made some fitting remarks on the re- 
order and the records read, eleven mem-| tirement of the former president and 
bers were voted into the society. They | his own accession. Col, Hewins repre- 
were: Mrs, Mary A. O’Brien, Miss Ger-| sents one of the oldest and most loyal 
| trude G. O’Brien, Abner H. Bowman, j families of Sharon, and the Society is 
Mrs. Kate RB. Bowman, James ME, | fortunate in having secured so eligible 
Drake , Mrs. Maria Upham Drake, Miss} a man for the office. Mrs. Eliza L. 
Dorothy Drake, William H. Bense, Mrs.| White was elected treasurer to succeed 
Elinor M. Bense, C. Elbert Howard,} Mr. Colburn, Mr. and Mrs, George Kemp- 
Isabella Raynolds. The total member-| ton were chosen as additional directors, 
-|ship is now two hundred and seventeen.| The other officers were re-elected from 
The president, Mr. John G. Phillips, | last year. 
commented upon the normal growth of “Another feature ofthe annual meeting 
the Society, which shows the interest | is the distribution of the “Publications” 
taken in their history by our towns-| of which each member is entitled to a 
people. ih An interesting number has been 
ili prepared this year, containing among 
of the committee engaged in collecting other things a description of a peculiar 
the names of the Revolutionary soldiers bank on Massapoag Pond by Mr. Fred- 
and disclosed the fact that over three | eric Endicott of Canton, and a sketch 
hundred, or about three-fifths of the and plan for a proposed historical build- 


male population of Sharon at that time ing by Mr. Robert Tappan. 
re in the war. 


bd. JTLOMme Lieeche . 


SHARON ALL ABLAZE. 


Town Was Brilliantly Iluminated for 
Second Evening of Old-Home Week 

'_ Celebration. == > 5 
SHARON, Aug 1—With all. the bril- 
lian¢y and light-heartedness of a car- 
nival this town continued its pleasur- 
able task of welcoming and entertain- 
ing returning sons and daughters by an 
fumination of its streets and buildings 
tonight, which brought to a brilliant 


| close the second day of the week's cele- 
| bration. 
A large proportion of the business 


: 


people and householders complied with 
@ request-to have a general illumina- 
tion to such good purpose that \the 
fawn and particularly the village glowed_ 
th a brilliancy. 


LIEUT THOMAS S. PROUTY, 
Secretary of Sharon Club. 


Within a quarter-mile radius of Post- 
office i there was scare a building 
in wh there was not some attempt 
at illumination, and the majority of 
the residences were brought into strong 
relief by scores of japanese lanterns 
and other illuminants swinging in fes- 

is fr verandas or artistically ar- 
3 about the grounds. 


had the best display on t st. On 
Suminit avy. Edmund H. Noyes and I’. 
B. Goode let their light shine, while J. 
J. Hennessy on t Foxboro st had 
& good display of decorations. John 
McCarthy’s and-Jeremiah O’Learys 
homes on Chestnut st were prettily 
illuminated, - 


FRANK FE. BURBANK, 
Treasurer of Sharon Clab. 


| The principal social event of the even- 


jing was at the Sharon club, the lead- 
; ing men’s social organization of the 
|town. Open house was the rule there 
and the rooms were thronged through- 
}out the evening. A collation was fur- 
fnished and dancing enjoyed. 

: The guests were looked after by a 
| committee consisting of Willis Thomp- 
| son pres, Lieut Thomas S. Prouty sec. 
} Frank E.. Burbank treas, F. B. Goode 
and Floyd C. ‘Coon. 

| The celebration will reach its climax 
ftomorrow with the reunion of the 
; Sharon Center sehool association during 
the day and the quarterly meeting of 
} the Sharon historical society in town 
} tall in the evening. when Hon John D 
Long will be the orator. 4 


MATES. 
op CEYTER SCHOOLMATES. 
Annual Reunion of Alumfii at Sharon 
| Pleasant Event of Old-Home Week 


— 


nh» Postoffice sq, the town’s busy cen- | 


ter, the scere was fairy-like, the square | 


being brilliant as day. 

The streets and sidewalks 
| thronged throughout the evening with 
j residents and guests, as well as many 
{ persons from other towns. 

The house of Mrs Ellis Flye on North 
Main st near the square was in a sense 

a “house of a thousand candles,” for 
every window in the building was il- 
Juminated with scores of tiny candles, 
making a novel effect. Another odd 

fect was to be seen at the home of 

is S. Tolman, where a red .bullseye 
lantern blinked its menacing eye at the 
fasser-by from the front doorstep. 

On North Main st, which was the 
street where the illumination@vas most 
general, the pest decorated residences 
were those of Selectman T. F. Quinn, 
Capt C. T. Derry, Col E. H. Hewins, 
‘Horace Derry, rs Elizabeth Brady, 
the Quaker inn, the Sharon house, A. 
Z Johnson, Mrs W. A. Eliot and E. G. 

ichards. Edward H. Warren outshone 
es neighbors on Billings st. while on 

wth Pleasant st Eugene Tappan took 
ence. Arthur D. Colburn, Mrs 
usan and Ashley Hazard 


a 


were 


Exercises. 
SHARON, Aug 2-Old ties were re- 
‘newed today and friendships formed 
many years ago were welded more 
strongly at the gathering of the former 
pupils of the old Sharon Center school, 
/as one of the events of old-home week. 
It was the 35th annual reunion of the 
school association, which is composed 
of pupils who attended the school pre-| 
vious to 1872. / 
The association numbers 250 members, 
with representatives in all parts of the 
country as well as in Canada. Today’s 
reunion was held in the First Congre- 
gational: (Unitarian) church, which 
stands upon the site of the originak 
school, and was attended by 125 persons. , 
The old pupils began gathering on the 
grounds of the church about 1, ant 
gave’ themselves over to the pleasant | 
task of renewing old friendships and re- 
calling days long gone by. 


HENRY F. TALBOT, 


Old Center School Association, 
Sharon. 
Petes SR Se is Sa 
At 1 the annuai dinner was served in} 
the church vestry_under the direction of | 
a committee headed by Mrs Benjamin}{ 


Welch. The time was passed at the } 
| 


President 


tables until 2:30, when adjournment was 
made to the church auditorium for the} 
annual meeting, which was presided over . 
by Pres Henry*¥F. Talbot of Waterville, 

Kan. After the reports of Sec John G.! 
Phillips and Treas Mrs H. Rebecca 
Johnson had been read Mr Phillips read 
letters from 11 absent members. The 

following officers were elected: Henry F. 

Talbot, Waterville, Kan, pres; Col Ed-| 
mund H. Hewins and town clerk George | 
H. Whittemore of this town, Fred 

Bryant of Wellesley and Frederick E.} 
Johnson of Taunton vice pres, John @ | 
Phillips sec, Miss May L. Fell of Sharon} 
asst sec, Mrs H. Rebecca Johnson of | 
Sharon treas, Mrs Bertha A. Richards | 
of Cambridge and Mrs E. H. Andrews, | 
Mrs George H. Whittemore, Mrs Edwin | 
P. Davis, Mys Arthur A. Bailey, Miss: 
Min: ie C. Eddy, George H. Johnson and / 
Edwin P. Davis executive committee. | 

An address of welcome was given by 
Pres Talbot, after which Congressman 
Charles Q.-Tirrell of Netick, a native of 
this town and a member of the ROME | 
tion, spoke. Other remarks were made 
by Eugene Tappan, assistant registrat | 
of probate of Suffolk county; Edmund 
H. Talbot, D. Webster Pettee and Ben- 
jamin Raynolds of this town, Fred E. 
Johnson of Taunton, Erastus Talbot 
Colburn of Newton, Miss Elmira Win- 
ship and Mrs Frank E. Ryder of Lynn 
and John G. Phillips. The meeting 
closed with the singing of “Auld Lang 
Syne,” Mrs Walter H. Delano presiding 
at the organ. 

Among the oldest members of the as- 
sociation present were Mr and Mrs Peter 
Talbot of Canton and Mr and Mrs Solo- 
mon Talbot, the former being more than 
4%) years old, Mrs Martha Curtis Hewins 
and William R. Mann of this town. To 
the regret of all Mr and Mrs Charles 
Winship of Lynn, two of the oldest and 
most popular alumni, who have rarely 
missed a reunion, were unable to be 
present. 

By a vote of the organization thé 26th 
annual reunion will be held in the 
church on the Thursday of old-home 
week next year. 

An _ interesting fact referred to at the 
reunion was that at present several 
members of the organization are trav- 
eling in Europe, and one, Mrs Kath- 
arine A. Shedd of Boston, a native of 
this town, is making an exiended tour 
of Iceland. 


i) 
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{Old Stoughton Musical 
' Society in Sharon 
Perk Less 3. (FOC, 


EE eee 


| By invitation of the Sharon 
Historical Society, a grand con- 
cert was given in the town hall in 
‘|that place on Tuesday afternoon, 
July 31, by the Old Stoughton 
Musical Society. This perform- 
ance was well fitted, in several re- 
spects, to the purposes of Old 
Home Week in which it took 
‘place. The music was upwards 
of a century old, and it was ren- 
dered by a society organized 120 
years ago. Some of the present 
‘singers are of the same families 
which furnished singers in the 
earlier or later days. ‘New Beth- 
lehem” was sung, a tune composed 
‘in 1800 by Edward French, who 
» was born in Sharon where he 
_jlived and died. He was a miller 
and was noted for the scrupulous 
neatness with which he kept his] 
mill. 
Three of William Billing’s 
pieces were sung, David’s Lamen- 
_\tation, Majesty and Chester. The 
last named was a favorite rallying’ 


o_o er Ss 


| sobiee at home and in the camp tertainment, the singers and mem- 


during the revolution. It is said| 


that no stone stands to his mem-|down to a repast prepared for 
ory. Here is an opportunity for|them in the lower town hall. Mrs. | 


the Billing’s Association. Jacob 
‘Kimball Jr. of Topsfield wrote 
“Invitation” set to the words, 
“Come, my beloved.” This is a 
fine piece and was well sung. 
«Ode on Science” was reminiscent 
of the olden time, words and music 
being composed by Jezaniah Sum- 
ner of Taunton in 1798. There 
is a story of a Sharon man march- 
ing out of church one Sunday in 
a state of pious rage, and singing 
the chorus of this song— 


“The British yoke and the Gallic chain 
Were urged upon our necks in vain”. 


At the request of the audience 


sung a second time, 


Several solos were rendered to 
the great acceptance of all. Mas- 


ter Alexander Kartstein of Stough- | 
ton played with skill and feeling 


an intricate piece on the violin. 


Mrs. William F. Barrett of Ran-. 
dolph sang with energy ‘True| 


till death.” Miss Florence Adams 
of Cincinnati sung “The Lord is 
my Shepherd” in sweet and culti- 
vated tones. She answered to an 
encore and also sang, ‘There 
were ninety and nine.’ Notice 
also is paid to the singing of a 
duet by Miss Adams and Miss 
Alice M. Belcher. Thanks were 
given to the Musical Society by a 
rising vote, and all stood and 
sang ‘‘America.” 

Mr. Nelson Mann of Randolph 
was the chorister, Mrs. Georgia 
M. Howard of the same place was 
pianist for the chorus, and Mr, 
Edwin A. Jones of Stoughton 
was leader of the orchestra. Sixty 
members were on the stage and 
constituted the chorus. Every 


seat in the town hall was filled, 


of Braintree ; 


gusta Churchill, 


and it was hard to tell who were 
the better pleased, the villagers or 
the visitors. 

The Sharon committee in aid of 
the concert were Charles S. Cur- 
tis, George A. Dennett, Eugene 
Tappan, Mrs, Elizabeth L Quinn, 
Miss Harriet C. Billings and Miss 
Elizabeth W. Trafton, 

Those who sat at the tables 
were Nellie Roberts Adams, Kate 
Grace Granger, Frances Roberts, 
of Atlantic ; Mary Porter Buchan- 
an, Mrs. A. M. Butler, of Avon ; 
Frederick W. Sumner, Annie 
Sunimer, George~ F:- Summer and 


wife, of Canton; Mrs. James Bill- 
ings of Ponkapoag ; Dr. F. Haven 


Dearing and wife, W. S. Dutton, 
Mrs. Azel R: 
French, Otis B. Oakman and 
wife, of South Braintree ; O. Au- 
Mrs. Allen L, 
Godwin, M. A. Godwin, L. Mor- 


ton Packard and wife,. Etta S. 


Randall, 
Brockton ; 


Dora S. Sumner, of 
Florence Adams of 


Cincinnati; Marcus N. Porter of 


with some standing outside the|North Easton; Cora A. Hunt, 
entrance. Thenumbers attending] Emily J Patten, R. T. Pratt, of 
are tke more remarkable, as the Holbrook; Fred E. Rollins of 


time of the concert, 2.30 o’clock,| Hyde Park ; 


p. m., prevented many from com- 
ing who were in their offices in 
Boston or otherwise kept at work. 

At the close of the musical en- 


bers of the Musical Society sat 


Timothy Quinn was matron with 
Mrs. Eddy, Mrs. Welch and Mrs. 
Downey as assistants, and with a 
goodly array of rosy-cheeked 
young ladies to wait upon the 
guests. Before sitting, “Blest be 
the tie that binds’ was sung as 
grace. The lunch menu com- 
prised sandwiches, ice cream, 
home made cakes, bananas, tea 
and lemonade. Following the 
lunch, the company lingered about 
the town house grounds and en- 
gaged in pleasant. conversation, 
until the electric cars came and 
took them home. It was a de- 
lightful occasion full of the genu- 


the closing part of the song was] ine friendliness of old home week ;, 


Mrs. William F. 
Barrett, Alice M. Belcher, Edith 
“A. Belcher, Fred’ i. Belcher;, Jo 
seph Belcher, Sarah E. Belcher | 
Annie Clark, Mrs. Daniel - F. 
Flynn, Mrs, Royall French, Lucy 
 Geuld, ner. | rienry 
Georgia M. Howard, Mrs. Her- 
bert A. Howard, Mrs. Well- 
ington Lewis, Nelson Mann 
and wife, Mrs. John Shipman, 
Alice A. Smith, Mrs. Frank H. 
Tileston, of Randolph; Mrs. A. E. 
Lovering, of Roslindale ; Harriet 


|C. Billings, Col. Edward H. Hew- 


ins and wife, Mrs. Josiah W. Per- 
ry, Timothy F. Quinn, of Sharon ; 
Adelaide E. Ames, Martha A. 
Ballou, George E. Bird, Mrs. 
Frank L. Clapp, Kilburn R. Clif- 
ford, Lucia M. Clifford, Amelia 
M. Clifton, H. W. Darling, Evelyn, 
A. Hewett, Edwin A. Jones and! 
wife, Alexander Kartstein, Louisa 
Lunt, Miss M. E. Morton, Ann E, 
Porter, George Richmond, Luette 
E, Richmond, Julia F. Raymond, 
Martha Rogers, A. P. White, of | 
Stoughton, 


A Fine Concert 


yar 


Tne Old Stoughton Musical 


Among those present from 
Stoughton were Mr. and Mrs. 
Ii, A. Jones, Messrs. George Ellis 
Bird, H. W. Darling, Warren 


Society well deserved the vote of| Bird, George Richmond, A. P, 
thanks given it by a large audi-)White, and K. R. Clifford, Mrs. 
ence in Sharon Town Hall, Tues- Morris Ames, Mrs, Jesse Rogers, 


day afternoon, after its concert 
that was the opening number on 
‘the “Old Home Week” program. 


~ ~ 


With the E. A. Jones’ Orches- 


traand a stage full of singers, a\| 


alarge number of whom came 
from Stoughton, with a numer: 
ous contingent from Randolph, 
the old fashioned hymns were ren- 
dered with an enthusiasm and 
spirit that made them very enjoy- 
able, even though they were a lit- 
tle ragged about the edges at 
times. Those minor failings, how- 
ever, were overlooked considering 
that a perfect production was not 
expected. Miss Adams, soloist 
at the Randolph Baptist church, 
contributed very much to the 
pleasure of the occasion by her 
rendering of several soprano solos. 
|The program included a dozen of 
|the old hymns and corcluded with 
the “Gloria” from Mozart’s 12th 


|the audience. 

|jton Packard of Brockton was 

| among those present, and of course 

Mr. Nelson Mann of Randolph as 

|chorister “Jed” in a most satisfac 
tory manner. 


Mass, followed by “America” by | 
President L. Mor-| 


Mrs. Etta Moon, Miss Luette 


Richmond and Master Kartstein, 
| violinist. 


| : Ls = 
OPENED WITH CONCERT. 


Fs Brome fe 
Stoughton Musical Society Inaugu- 
rated Old-Home Week at Sharon 
| with Ancient Hymns. 


SHARON, July 31—With all the in- 
terest and enthusiasm of former years 
‘the formal exercises of old-home week 
| here were opened this afterncon with 
| the annual concert of the Old Stoughton 
musical society in town hall. 

The fame of the society had gone 
abroad and long before the opening 


chorus the hall was well filled. At 
the beginning of the concert at 2:30 
every seat was taken and many were 
- 3 aa in the aisles and rear of the 
hall. ; 


Or 42 £ d 
QAYORTSTER 
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{ 


“women served. M 
‘5 te eta nearly 8 
y cld, was e oldes r re 
telpating in the concert. She feet’ 
a member of the society for many years. 

The society was organized in 1783 by 
singers who lived in the pase towns | 
of Canton, Stoughton and Sharon, which | 
tcwns at that time were,a part of 
Stoughton, a fact which explains the) 
crganization’s name. It is the oldest 
sit ging society in the country, outrank- 
ing the famous Handel and Haydn so- | 
ciety of Boston by many years. 

In 1893 a large delegation from the | 
organization gave a concert at the’ 
world’s fair in Chicago. The Pg nt , 
at that time was the-lite Sanford Wa- 
ters Billings of this place. The present 
officers are L. Morton Packard of Brock- 
ton pres, Edwin A. Jones of Stoughton | 
| Sec, and Nelson Mann of Randolph > 

chorister. 

Among the members of the organiza- 

tion present today were Amelia M. Clif- 

ton, Mrs Louisa Lunt, Mrs Evelyn A. 

Hewett, Mrs Martha Rogers.. Mrs M. 

. Morton, Mrs Adelaide E. Ames, 

Luetta_ E. Richmond, George Richmond, 
| Lucia _M. Clifford, Kilburn R. Clifford, 

Mrs Frank L. Clapp, Mrs Martha <A. 
| Ballou, Mrs Ann E. Porter, Mrs Julia 

F. Raymond, Alexander Carlstein, Mr 

and Mrs E. A: Jones, A. P. White and 

H. W. Darling of Stoughton, Annie 

Clark, Mrs D. F. Flynn, Mrs W. F. Bar- 

rett, Luey J. Gould. Nelson Mann. Mrs 


OFFICERS OF OLD STOUGHTON MUSICAL SOCIETY, AT SHARON. 


“About 100 members of the society were 


present, 65 of whom, massed on the | 
stage, participated in the concert. Mem- | 
bers of the society from Brockton, At-/ 
lantic, Stoughton, Braintree, Randolph, 

Avon, Canton and Holbrook were pres- | 
e 


nt. 
The singers were accompanied by an | 
orchestra of five pieces and led by the 
chorister of the society, Nelson ann | 
of Randolph. Sacred music was given | 
almost entirely, the majority of the; 
selections being taken from the collec- | 
tion arranged for the society. ‘ihe 
following selections were interspersed: 
Soprano solo, “The Lord is My Shep- 
herd,’ by Miss Florence Adams of the 
New Py fer conservatory of music; 
violin selection by. Alexander Carlstein 
of Stoughton, and soprano solo, ‘‘True || 
Till Death,’” by Mrs N. F., Barrett of 
Randolph. Miss Adams and Miss Alice 
Belcher of Randolph sang a duet. — 

The following program was given 
the society: ‘‘Majesty,”” “New Bethle- 
hem,” , ‘ hester,’ y 
“Complaint, 


Fred L. Belcher, Miss Sarah C. Belcher, 

iss Ellen P. Henry, Miss Edith A. 
Eelcher, Miss .Alice M. Belcher, Alice 
A. Smith, Mrs John Shipman, Mrs Royal 
French, Mrs F. H. Tileston and Mrs 
Wellington. Lewis of Randolph, M. A. 
Godwin, Mrs-A. L. Godwin, Mr and Mrs” 
L. M. Packard, Augusta Churchill and 
Mrs Etta S. Randall of Brockton, Mrs 
H. E. Lovering of Roslindale, Emily J. 
Patten, Cora,A. Hunt of Holbrook, Nel- 
lie R. Adams; Mrs Frances Roberts and 
Kate C. Granger of Atlantic, Pred W. 


|Sumner, Mrs Annie Sumner, Mrs Geo. 
|. Sumner, Mrs Jas. Billings of Canton, 


Mrs A. M. Butler, Mrs Mary -P. 'Bu- 
chanan-of Avon, Mrs W..S. Button, Dr 
and Mrs T. H. Deaiing of Braintree. 
The old-home week committee. in 
in charge of the concert comprised C. 
S. Curtis, Selectman T. F.. Quinn, Eu- 
gene Tappan, Dr G. A. Dennett, Miss 


‘Elizabeth Trafton, Mrs T. F. Quinn and 
NS ‘ 


Miss Harriet C. Billings. ie 
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‘SHARON HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 


In accordance with established 
custom, the second quarterly meet-| 
ing of the Sharon Historical Society | 


was held on Thursday evening of 
Old Home Week, in the Town Hall, 


which had been tastefully decorated 


- without and within, in honor of the 


home-coming of Sharon’s sons and 
daughters. A cordial invitation had | 
been extended to all citizens and’ 
their friends, which was very gen- 
erally accepted, so that not only was 
the seating capacity of the hall 
taxed to the utmost, but many extra | 
seats were placed in the aisles for 
the accommodation of the audience. | 
The meeting was called to order} 
by Colonel Edmund H. Hewins, 
President of the Society, and the} 
program for the evening was intro- 
duced by music from the Haynes } 
family, residents of the town. Mrs, 
Haynes played the mandolin and 
Master Haynes the violin, while 
Mr. Haynes accompanied on the 
piano. Several other selections were 


To the thorough delight of the 
audience, Mrs. O. 8. Chapman, then 
gave three short recitations entitled, 
“My Mending Basket,” “When Ma- 


ma Scolds” and “The Dandy |the accumulation of wealth but be- | 


Fifth.” 

Without doubt the paramount at- 
traction of the evening was the ad- 
dress of Hon. John D. Long, Ex- 
wittily referred to Col. Hewins’ in- 
troduction, declaring that he did 
not know himself. 

The Commonwealth, he said, as 
he began the serious portion of his 
address, has done well as a matter 
of education as well as sentiment in 
the setting apart of different days 
for the commemoration of events in 
her history. Now comes, later, the 
consecration of an entire week to 
the renewing of old associations. 

“Old Home” seems to suggest 
rural fields and woods, not city 
Streets; and yet for some the old 
home is to be found in the city. 

The week is not merely for us of 
native birth, but includes the for- 
eigners as well. In the Golden Age 
of New England, before the Civil 


rendered during the evening by the 
orchestra. The reading of the re-}| War, her population was composed 
cords by the Secretary, George H.| almost entirely of native-born 
Whittemore, was followed by the Americans. Since then have come 
reception of new members, viz. immigrants from all parts of the 

Oakes Ames, Hervey T. B. Der-| world, who are being Americanized 
ry, Gertrude M. Derry, Kate M.| in our schools. To them these oc- 
Hall, Charles F. Sanborn, Louise P.| C4Sions bring thoughts of the old 


community centered in itself. The 
qustion, ‘“Were the old times better 
than these?” is an idle one. 
Discontent arises not because of 
;cause of its unequal distribution. 
| Equal distribution would bring ut- 
ter ruin and annihilation. How 
shall we avoid extremes? By ap- 
proaching the question in a careful 
way. Let us not “kill the goose 
that lays the golden egg.” 
Old Home Week can aid. Our 
ancestors lived in neighborhoods 
and cultivated a neighborly spirit. 
Old Home Week inspires the 
thought of brotherliness. Discon- 
tent is misery either in the individ- 
ual or the nation. Content is hap- 
piness and does not depend upon 
wealth. All the best blessings are 
open to a!l—our public libraries, ed- 
ucational institutions, art museums, 
jetc. “It ought to be a great age, 
| and I believe it is.” 
| At the close of the address a vac- 
al selection was rendered by Miss 
Flornce Adams of the New Eng- 
hai Conservatory of Music. A 
social half hour and reception fol- 
lowed, and with the singing of 
“Auld Lang Syne,” the evening’s 
exercises were concludd. 


EMMA A. BAKER. 


Sanborn, Gilbert Thompson,- Ed homes across the seas—the verdure 
ward A. Warren, Evelyn N. War-| Of the Emerald Isle, the sunny skies | 


ren, Azel Washburn, Mary F.| Of Italy, the rugged mountains of 
Washburn, William D. Wheeler,; Norway or the dairy farms of 
Alice M'L. Wheeler. Sweden or Denmark. 

After a vocal selection by S.| He spoke of Sharon as the sub- 
Thomas Hall, the President made a urb of a large city and possibly 


_ short address in which he spoke of to become part of a metropolitan 


the purposes of the Society along system. One man can now set in 
various lines and of what has been motion a thousand or five thousand 
accomplished in the three years. times as much power as he could 


since its organization, in the rich a century ago. The four chief in- 


collection of curios, patriotism stim- stitutions then were the church, the 
ulated and an acquaintance with na-. school, the town-meeting and the: 


ture, encourged through the “Out- training-band. The interests of each 


_ ings” which have become a regular. 


feature of the Society’s work. 


| HISTORICAL SOCIETY’S ot and the blackberry bushes|| Haskel, Mr. Tappan read a letter | 
OUTING a ian paiaieste hazel ya their | from Mr. D. C. Lillie of Easton 
ustered wealth. The first stop || who could not be present. i 
- Friday forenoon members of the a made at geet Tavern where|! After singing and giving three | 
: Miss Gertrude Cobb kindly showed ° 
Historical Society and friends star- | 41, Pasi way ron B i. Eldon cheers to Mr. MaDan and family | 
ted in carriages from Central Square one ve ay ry wend pee? the company returned to the car- 
on their annual old home week out- » eat om) af Be Dees Fouse which riages and the journey was contin- 
ing. Although the day was cloudy Hey ele ao & a toes ued. The next place of interest 
about fifty enjoyed the ride. OM si Sind tell bes ‘ a itt a was an old mile stone on Bay Road | 
| following persons participated in| Scar Hie” ike 2 r hegre oF which has inscribed on it “Taunton ii 
the day’s pleasure— Eugene Tap- pay Road Miss Emma Baker id 13 miles, Boston 23 miles, 1773.” 
: pan, Rey. Mr. and Mrs. © A.‘Perty |. ate pe tf en tna oe How many travellers in the old 
Mr. and Mrs. Alden Carpenter, Sol- pine Fast pevaatl this vl _ | Stage coaches have looked at the 
omon Talbot, Mrs. Hattie Chapin, | ce og 4: ARs hel wee oo Menal’s:By cae goud. atte teenie 
Wm. L. Haskell, Mrs. Eliza White, own sy Rio Se) aati ates ig 
Benj. Raynolds, Misses Emma A.) 4, siaKe +i Se ne teed the Boundary stone where three 
Baker, May L. Felt, Clara B. Snow, } Road pe arb tae S7puls 30 = towns Sharon, Easton and Stough- 
Mr. and Mrs. Geo. B. Kempton, }\ "7 unton. Some maser a hs | ton and two counties, Norfolk and 
John G. Phillips, Miss May Phillips, | cociety won FA Fi Bristol meet. 
“Miss Elmira Winship, Mrs. SE Stee aieeereten pas “rae a f2iUp Mountain street the site of 
Ryder, Miss Ryder, Mrs. Ball, Miss! 5 Mage Mode di Vt ie oe nee ha Brigg’s factory was viewed. 
Ruth Bowman, Mrs. Ellen Middle- | 2 heeds ee afiaie sy oe At Abijah Tisdale place now ow- 
ton, Mrs. Mary Washburn, Mr. and) yy, Holmes’ yellow August a ed ned ei occupied by Oakes Ames 
—|Mrs. Roger Smith, Mrs. Dora,| Before twelve o’cloc 5 DP “| of North Easton, the company was 
Welch, Mrs. Amanda Eddy, Mrs. | party Yidached Mr: MaD a ae | shown through the stable and gar- 
|| pdeeediedhertcin, Mrs. Reama TER. Bd uae kite aed tt a The old Tisdale homestead 
Miss Faith Goddard and friend, Mr,| cempbled in a oon — . va occupied, t believe, by five genera- 
and Mrs. E. H. Warren, Mrs. Tim- | i Herdi"Wir. ita Pea! Aa cae " > one of Tisdales, has been trans- 
 othy F. Quinn, Misses Mattie Eddy, ' very iieale placed seats and 4 és, formed Ph elegant country 
Helen Watson, Ruth and Esther| afer a basket — = oe a residence like so many of these old 
| Quinn, Mr. an d Mrs. Wm, R. Mann racials ue? “ebka cite el homesteads along the country road- 
Wndinses Ruth and Esther Mann, Mr.| ,ea; the center. of ica fee aH sides of Massachusetts. 
and Mrs.. Edgar Drake and chil- Geo, Eee elchet bectacaad After viewing the Tisdale place 
dren, Mr, and Mrs. E. Clinton Brit-  &, Clinton Britton of Cant 4 te tide was continued along Moun_ 
ton and daughter, and Miss Ger- aie Spa eine one “i tain street over Rattlesnake Hill. 
trude Cobb. net solos. After thankin Mr. | bh next stopping place was the old 
Although the sun war hidden be-) yaDan and ptnitye ti ate 4 Friend Drake house now unoccu-_ 
hind the dull gray clouds Nature the Historical ee en ri pied. Some inquisitive members of | 
- still had a smile for all: who were| of the grove; Mr Kem met a the party found the backdoor un- 
willing to look up to her. Pili eecuia Ceciaaa a die WhO! locked and invited the others in, 
The unustial amount of rain dur- eden ae ea , x and the old rooms and relics in them 
ihe the summer months fas washed| dent in regard to the — = were examined. The present own- 11 
J \the dust from all her sarmentts)of Northboro’ who destroved C i | er may be assured that his personal 
which are a luxuriant green. Along, Jer’s tea before the famous ai “| property is still there with the ex- 
|No. Main street the Boston flower tea party’ met asc. | mie eo: bootmaker’s polishing 
which I have heard is found only stone which one estimable lady 
Bee ras riilea io? Boston, 184 i = al Al Talbot, member of the society very con- | 
| ted its bright blue flowers as wt Bspaiiad f ccabaes ih ae in- scientiously carried home. After \ 
| apology for no blue sky Coa, = Te ial ana oteiede ; ot eee the Drake homestead the l 
a aeilow \piritarose, wheetbas | ee te Nee ae a ride was continued through Morse 
| row, life everlasting and other wild] were <cllMioea ee Spd. RES }street and by the beautiful summer 
flowers of the season nodded their] yyicsg Florence MaDan. Brief re- jae poe ee Se ee Aa i 
‘ heads as the ee oes passcd..” Tiel cide suale made by Rev.ANeeA paphigic and through Pond st. 
cardinal flowers down in the mead-| Perry, Mrs. Julia Mann, Mrs. El ninioe AL cae 
| ows by the banks of the brooks] izqa White, Miss May Felt, and Mr.}|  Aucust 4 i cpr er 
d Aug ; : 


flaunted their showy dresses. The | ! 


You é 


-AN EVENING IN SICILY. 


To the efforts of James E Leach 
a member of the Sharon Historical 
Society are due the pleasure and 
profit derived by the society and its 
friends from a most pleasing ad- 
dress by Dr. William H. P .Faunce 
the president of Brown University. 
This distinguished educator spoke 
‘tentive audience of two hun 
dred persons in the town hall on 
Thursday evening, October 25th. 
In treating of Sicily, Dr. Faunce 
» availed himself not only of the re- 
searches of history, but of recent 
_ personal examination of the island 
_ jand study of its buildings andi scen- 
|ey. A’s illustrating the help of 
the classics, an extract was given 
» |from Cicero’s oration against Ver- 
res. The structures preserved from 
divers occupants, Greek, Roman, 
pagan, Saracen and Christian, 
make the country “a museum of 
history.” The speaker compliment 
jed the town on its hall well filled 
| with citizens, and the listeners were 
jall charmed with the choice 
thoughts of a scholar and a travel- 
ler delivered in the engaging man- 
ner of an accomplished speaker. 
As the occasion was the October 
quarterly meeting, the following 
_|new members were admitted,—Wil 
liam Barry and wife Gertrude A. 
Barry, Oliver S. Chapman, North 
Main Street; Jay Gould, Norwood 
street; Arthur C. Haradon, Wor- 
cester; Alfred H. Johnson and 


| 


: 


wife Joanna N. Johnson, South. 


Main street, Henry Alfred Myrick 
and wife, Clara P. Myrick, Morse 


street; Rufus B. Tobey, Wollaston. | 


George Kempton, in behalf of 
twenty-five membersgave delightful 
ful surprise to the corresponding 


‘tion with your other duties well|three months before the next pub- 


}secretary Eugene Tappan in the| A regular feature of the quarter-| 
gift of four octavo volumes ,the|ly meeting is the social half hour. 
| Autobiography of Andrew D.|The whole company then upon 
'White and “My Life” by Alfred|their feet, conversing in groups,and 
R. Wallace, each work consisting| freely passing about the hall, ex- 
of two volumes. I n his presentation | hibit the appearance of a fashiona- 
iremarks Mr, Kempton said, ‘Mr. ble party. A set table near the 
Tappan,—on sdveral occasions it stage had shown through the even- 
has been your pleasure to give|ing a burden of cups and saucers, 
many of our members a surprise|with coffee urns, plates, bouquets 
in some form on the outings that|and lamps betokening the service | 
we have so much enjoyed. This|of coffee and cakes These refresh-| 
evening We propose to spring aj/ments were now disposed under the 
surprise on you—not so much by/|direction of Mrs. Quinn who had 
way of retaliation as by the way of the assistance of ten young ladies 
appreciation. In the planning and|as waiters, besides the pourers and 
execution of these outings during| others who aided her. The clos- 
'the past few years, you have shown|ing song was Auld Lang Syne. 

‘much skill and care; and in connec-|. There now follows a period of 


worthy of special recognition.” lic meeting. In this interval, while: 
The recepient was wholly taken by engaged in the festivities of Thanks | 
surprise, but collected himself suf-|Siving Day Christmas and New! 
ficiently to thank his friends from|Year’s day, the officers earnestly 
the bottom of his heart. request that the members give at- 
Abundant instrumental music tention also to writing articles for 
was furnished at intervals during, the Historical Scrap Book, and the 
the evening by four of the Monte- furnishing copies of family regis- 
verde Orchestra. The pieces were| ters from old Bibles, and the dis- 
Bridal Rose, Serenade by Schu- covery of old diaries andi letters Sad 
bert, Wayside Chapel, Lost Chord, interest which very likely are to be 
and Echoes from the South, as found in the garrets of Sharon 
also a piano solo. Soon after the houses, and thus and in similar 
‘opening of the exercises, the au- line to make the Sharon Historical 
dience, at the request of the presi- Society, “Rich in the spoils of 
dent, rose and sang to stanzas of time.” 
Keller’s American Hymn. This 
favorite national air has been sung 
at some other meetings of the so- 
ciety, and may well be often sung 
at these gatherings. 


“Speed our Republic, O Father on 
high! 

Lead us in pathways of justice and 
right.” 


| 


a 
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Mr. Cutter interspersed these inter- | achusetts citizen was called as the prin- 
esting though somewhat prosaic exerj|Cipal speaker ; and now a typical coun- 
cises with a number of songs dramat-|try town in Massachusetts asks a son 
ically rendered, patriotic, humorous, | of Virginia to come and tell about a 
pathetic, everyone of which was en-|man of his own state, George Washing- 
thusiastically received by the audience ton. 
and introduced just the desired light-. The town hall was filled with a fine 
some vein to make the whole program audience "giving intelligent attention 
of the evening attractive. to-all that was uttered. Many per- 

Then came the usual “social half sons had come from out of town. 
hour,” when tea and cookies were Flags, bunting and streamers decked 
served by Mrs* Welch, assisted by sey- the hall. Above the stage was a col- 
eral young ladies, and after all had ored picture ot Washington on Dor-| 
joined in singing “Auld Lang Syne,” chester Heights. On either side of 
the meeting adjourned. the stage were the distinctive flags of 

Mary N. Pururps. | the two states just mentioned. The 
President Hewins occupied the —— > !familiar Indian with bow and arrow 
|chair. The records were read by A Worthy Celebratioc. indicated the state arms of Massachu- 
Secretary Whittemore. Seven new setts, while Virginia was represented 
members were elected. | by a beautiful new flag with colored 

Mr. Tappan reported on the visit of _A fitting way to keep the holiday design of Liberty treading upon the 
the Sharon delegation to the National called Washington’s Birthday, in OPPFessor, and the motto ‘Sic semper 
meeting of historical societies at Prov- Sharon, was to meet in the evening in ‘Ytnnis.” Several portraits of George 
idence in December. the town hall and listen to the elo- 22d Martha Washington greeted the 

A committee for the nomination of| quent words of Capt. John S. Wise of eye, and also some ancient pieces of 
officers was appointed and the list of| New York City. Col. Edmund H. ‘loth with printed figures relating to 
“Rambles,” for 1907 as prepared by | Hewins, the president of the Sharon ‘Vashington. ” th 
the Corresponding Secretary was adop- | Historical Society, which had pre- , Captain Wise on rising, was treated 
ted. pared the entertainment, made some with great enthusiasm. He is an easy 

George Kempton read the story of happily expressed remarks of intro- and finished speaker, holding the at- 
“The first tea party on Nantucket,”|duction, Referring to the patriotic teation from beginning to end. Many 
in 1735, which was interesting and in- | record of the town in the revolution- Who were familiar with the pleasing 
structive and pleased the audience. ary war and the ready assistance |diction of his published works Were 

John G. Phillips presented a “list| given to General Washington at the Charmed with the equally pleasing 
of sources of Sharon history,” with an start, he touched upon the close re- composition of his spoken thoughts, 
introductory address, occupying thirty |lation subsisting between the two where his persuasive tones and expres- 
minutes. The substance of the ad-|Commonwealths of Massachusetts and S!v€ countenance added to their force 
dress was comprehended in two quo-|Virginia. Possibly the great general and beauty. He spoke of the Vir- 
tations which were made use of: ‘“The | had traversed Sharon on one of his 8'2!4 folk-lore about George Washing- 
past is the cause of the present, and the | trips to Boston, when in leaving Prov- 98ton- Every part of that old com- 
present will be the cause of the fu-| idence he would naturally have taken monwealth is well known to Capt. | 
ture.’ —Abraham Lincoln; and “Let the customary route over the old post Wise, whose love of hunting is evi- 


{Sharon Historical Society. 


About fifty five persons attended the 
quarterly meeting of the historical so-| 
ciety in the lower town hall, on the 
evening of January 3tst. The mid- 
winter meeting is by custom a quiet 
home gathering, without the introduc- 
tion of special entertainment by out- 
side talent. 

This occasion was essentially histor- 
ical in character, and even the songs 
by George B. Cutter of Somerville, 
blended harmoniously with the other 
exercises of the evening. 


us do do better for our grandchildren’ road. dent to readers of his book “Diomed,” 
than our grandfathers have done for, It might also be stated that the i which his dog of that name writes 
us.”’—Edward Everett Hale. town records of 1776 exhibit a vote Dis own biography, and narrates the 


Col. Hewins exhibited the records instructing the selectmen to petition shooting adventures of himself and his | 
of the Sharon Lyceum, 1844-1846, |\the general court to change the town’s ™4ster. By frequent converse with 
and made interesting mention of some |name to Washington, and directing) ™°" all over Virginia, it was shown 
of the members who took an active|that the petition be presented by Mr, that mention of their great citizen 
part in the proceedings of that organ-|Edmund Quincy. The printed doings ©°™€S readily to their lips, and that 
ization. of the provincial congress show that there exists a very marked degree of 

The canteen carried by Deborah in the month of the April fight, con- 'espect and even veneration for the 
_|Sampson was greeted with applause. siderable quantities” of cannon ball first president. One of the orators 
| Mr. Whittemore told about the re- were ordered to be transported from 25Cestors, an officer under Lafayette, 
_ | cords in the town clerk’s office, espec- Stoughtonham (Sharon) to Sudbury, ¥25 wont to the end of a long life to 
|ially the account books of Benj. Hew- Tradition says that some cannon made 8!V€ frequently his only toast, “God 
ins, who was the town clerk and the in this town were put in position on bless General Washington.” The 
first store keeper in Sharon, 1762-1783. Dorchester Heights. same devoted soldier would gather his 


Mr. Tappan spoke on the value of, ‘The presiding officer spoke of the 8tandchildren around him and listen 
| having copies of probate cases made | Lee centenary lately commemorated in 
| from the Dedham records. Lexington, Virginia, to which a Mass- ; 


to their reading of the “Farewell 
Address.” 


amusing anecdotes were given, 
ng the common sense and _nat- 
emotions of the great man, “which | 
| made me love him,”’ said the speaker. 

The very attitude of mind which 
the speaker manifested towards his 
subject was a charming disclosure. 


} not his theme merely—but the man 
| himself of whom he spoke. ‘This ex- 
pression of personal interest in Wash- 
ington was contagious, and no listener! 
could fail to feel a new glow of pat- 
riotism and a warmer love. 

Pleasantly disappointed was any lis- 
tener who had thought, perchance 


that the civil war had changed for the 
worse the reputation of Washington 
in his own state, or that Massachusetts 
loved him better than Virginia. On 
the contrary we were told that while 
the North thought of Washington as 
an obstruction, Virginians thought of 
him as a concrete individual, whom 
they well knew and who had but lately 
lived among them—a respected and 
beloved fellow citizen. The address 
closed with the following quotation 
from Goldsmith :— 
“As some tall cliff that lifts its awful 
form, 
|Swells from the vale and midway 
leaves the storm, 
Though round its breast the rolling 
clouds are spread, 
Eternal sunshine settles on its head.” 
| A social hour ensued, the seats be- 
}ing moved away from the main portion 
jofthe hall. The large company of 
well dressed gentlemen and ladies, in 
exhilaration of mind from the stirring 
‘oration, and alive to the patriotic sen- 
timents of the occasion and the pleas- 
ing scene afforded by an agreeable as- 
sembly in a handsome hall, 
once at their ease as in a fashionable 
party, and enjoyed the pleasure of 
greeting their many friends and con- 
versing with Capt. Wise, who as he 
had delighted us in his speech from 
the platform, now charmed us by his 
genial wit when talking face to face. 
At one time, Col. Hewins re- 
mounted to the stage, and calling to 
order presented to the distinguished 
guest a cane cut in Sharon from a 
cherrytree. The stick is of service- 
able make, having a broad silver band 
on which i is engraved, “Capt. John S. 
e from friends in Sharon, Mass., 
Fe “tah 1907.” A. well-worded re- | 
_was made. Both gentlemen 


It) 
was good to notice that he loved—_ 


were at | 
175 years ago. 


professed earnestly that they could | 


Rot tell a lie, though one of them 
suggested that the cherry tree pro- 
ducing the cane had sprouted from a 
seed-stone from the somewhat myth- 
ical tree supposed to have been cut 
by George Washington’s hatchet, 
while the other gentleman would have 
us to believe that he told his favorite 
grandchild that he was going to Shar- 
on to get a cherry walking stick for 
him. 

Although the temperature outside 
was low, the moon in the zenith cheer- 
fully lighted up the snowy expanse of 
earth, and several citizens lighted their 
piazzas with Japanese lanterns. Vis- 
itors were entertained in many hospit- 
able homes. It was a successful cele- 
bration, and far beyond the day will 
continue its influence for good in a 
renewed study of the life of George 
Washington and ina better apprecia- 
tion of his worth. 

EUGENE Tappan. 


Results of the 
Celebration 


For several weeks, by the favor 


jof the accommodating editors of 


THE REcoRD, the preparations for 
the Washington Celebration in 
Sharon have been recounted at 
length in these columns. The 
affair, at some pecuniary risk and 
accompanied by a good share of 
labor and expenditure of time, 
was successfully carried through 
in the honest purpose to honor, 
in a worthy style, the memory of 
George Washington who was born 


The town hall, in the evening 
of last Friday, was filled with a 
fine audience made up not alone 
from Sharon, but from many other 
places. They all felt sure that 
the chosen orator wou!d be equal 
to the occasion, and such was the 
fact. Capt. John S| Wise was 
peculiarly fitted as the orator. Of 
extensive reputation as author and | 
speaker, he possesses an intimate 
life-long knowledge of his theme, 
“The Virginia Folk-Lore About 
George Washington,” and has, 


withal, a gen‘al and at times a 


merry mood that secured and held 
the sympathetic attention of every 
listener. His outspoken remark, 
“T love the man,” disclosed the 
deep feeling which heas a Virgin- 
ian feels for the great citizen of 
his state, 

Col. Edmund H. Hewins, the 
presidc nt of the Sharon Historical 
| Society, under whose auspices the 
day was celebrated, introduced 
the speaker in remarks that re- 
counted several interesting rea 
sons why Sharon showed respect 
the memory of Washington. A 
social hour followed the sp:aking 
During this hour, Capt. Wise was 
presented with a walking stick 
made of cherry wood cut from a 
tree in Sharon. On a broad sil- 
ver band surround ng the cane 
were the words, “Capt. John S. 
Wise from friends in Sharon, Feb 
22, 1907.” The remarks of Col. 
Hewins in giving, and of Capt. 
Wise in acknowledging the souve- 
nir were appropriate and_ witty. 
Colonial colors were worn by some 
of the ladies and gentlemen, and 
the walls were decorated with 
flags and pictures. Delightful 
singing was furnished by a quar 
tet of well-trained and harmonious 
voices, Mrs. F. D. Stanley, Mrs. 
O. E. Chapman, Mr. S. Thomas 
Halland Mr. C, A. Drew. The 
last named gentleman is entitled 
to great credit for special pains 
taken to be present. 
L. Paine was director and pianist 
The ushers were Messrs. Edmund 
H. Noyes, \V. Winthrop Capen, 


Charles F. Davis, Roland H. 
Delano, Carlos L. Hall, Edmund 
D. Hewins, Richard A. Foster, 


John Tuck and John F. White 
They wore badges, with the col- 
onial colors of buff and blue, de- 
signed by Mr. Noyes. The cele- 
bration committee was composed 
lof Col. Edmund H. Hewins, Mr 
| Eugene Tappan and Mrs, Ida A. 
Tuck, 

Qne result of this successful 
affair is the increased attention 


| 


Mr. Bernard | 


— 


lat their homes of their friends and 
relatives It was equally enjoya 
ble to give and to receiv: suc 
entertainment. Several citiz ns 
added ta the gaiety of the evening 


in Boston of the Supreme Court, 
loaned a fac simile of Washing- 


‘ton’s. will One member who 


placed a portrait of Martha Wash- 
ington on the wall was rewarded 


by banging lighted Japanese Jan- when the speaker pointed impres- 
terns in their piazzas. Such lights) ively to it and exclaimed, “That 


Jook as pleasant in winter as they 
doin summer. The custom may 
be followed another year to advan- 
tage, It was a positive «isap 
pointment to some would-be-en er- 
tainers, when by stress of the cold 
in the air or a worse cold in one’s 
head the honored presidents of 
historical societies in Westbor- 
ough and Brockton reluctantly 
sent word that they could not 
come. Of a like nature to home 
| entertainment was the social hour 


good woman.” 

A final result that I will name 
of the wholesome excitement 
aroused by the unusual stir of the 
Washington Celebration, is the 
noticeable impetus given to read- 
ing. Of course, one can know of 
but a few instances in his own 
observation, but the same cause 
presumably produced other like 
incidents. Happening to have a 
leisure half hour while waiting for 
the mail on Saturday, I called up- 


in the town hall, already men-|on a couple past the meridian of 


tioned, which possessed many of 
/the agreeable features of a fash. 
ionable party; s> that it was 
worth going to the hall to be pres- 
ent at the asserb'y where friend 
‘met friend “and all went merry zs 
a marriage bell.” ~ 

Another result of the celebra 
tion was the interest. shown in 
displaying whatever possessions 
one had that related to Washing- 
ton. Dr Loring W. Puffer of 
Brockton gave to the Sharon so- 


| 


life, who being unable to zet out 
on evenings I theught to cheer 
iby describing the celebration. I 
was asked if I could tell Martha 
Washingto.i’s maiden name, be- 
fore she married her first husband. 
As I could not (and could you, 
my reader ?), I was informed that 
my friends had made a special 
search and found that the maiden 
name was Martha Dandridge. In 
my turn, I asked a §question, 
whereupon two large volumes of 


ven on the part of individuals and other illustrations. Mr, Wal-\ always referred to Lee as “my. 
jand families to the entertainment yu, F. Frederick, assistant clerk! dear little Robert.” ) 


Anotier happy couple, whom 
prudent regard fer health kept in- 
doors, were found by me with a 
picture of the well-known scene, 
“Washington crossing the Dela- 
ware,’ and arrangements were 
‘made to hang it up at the side 
‘of the platform at the celebration. | 
The husband had been reading 
the immortal farewe}] address; 
and Capt. Wise, if he reads your 
paper, will be pleased to know 
that this family had also read the 
Captain's latest book, “Recollec-. 
tions of Thirteen Presidents.” 
The house exterior was ornament- 
ed with flags, and Old Glory was 
flung out on the flag staff in the 
open square in front of the house, 
which the patriotic owner loves to” 
call by the name of Washington. | 
A copy of Capt. Wise’s book 
above named and a copy of his 
book called ‘“‘Diomed’’ have been 
passed around from family to fam- 
jily in the village and had many 
readers. It is especialy gratify- 
ing, and pays for all the time and 
painstaking required f +r the suc- 
cess of the holiday, when it is 
apparent, as above indicated, that | 
the feeling and intellect of the 
community are stirred to some- 
thing more than a transient inter- 


ciety a large album of Washington Judge John Marshall's lite offest in George Washington. Ral- 


pictures. 


Portraits ot George Washington were produced, which lying to revere and love his 


and Martha Washington repro-| both my friends are now perusin; memory, a whole nation may be 
duced from originals by the artist} in course. They have in Mela Torever onitedin patriotism. 


harp'ess were given by Mr. Her- 
bert Randall, an art dealer in 
‘Hartford. Another art ‘ealer, 
‘Mr. Frederick C. Cabot of Boston, 
loaned a large framed portrait of 
Washington. A mourning hand- 
\kerchief suitably framed, the prop- 
erty of Rev. Nathanael Seaver, Jr. 
: jet Scituate, was sent by him, and 
specially attracted the notice of 
-|Capt. Wise. Dr and Mrs George 
|A. Dennett of Sharon hung upon 
\the wa!l a curious cloth spread 
containing figures of Washington 


| married her 


‘cabinet an original letter from 


Washington to General Knox 
given by a daughter of the latter. 
The lady of the house also spoke 
to me of a Miss Lothrop who 
grandfather ; but 
previously had kept a se’ect school 
in Boston in whieh her favorite 
pupil, then 10 years old, was Rob- 
ert E. Lee, the eminent confeder- 
ate general whose centenary cele- 
bration in January was referred 
to by Co]. Hewins in introducing 
Capt. Wise. The loving teacher 


A Lover of Washington. 


| TO-MORROW’S RAMBLE 
On Saturday afternoon at 2.20 o’clock 
a party of historical ramblers will meet 
in Central Square in Sharon and start 
on a walk down Billings street, next 
taking a cart road northerly along the 
course of Massapoag brook to a place 
of many boulders. Here is the Devil’s 
Bridge on the line of an ancient path, 
the extension of Belcher street. It is 
restful to sit on a rock and watch the 
water. One of these rocks a little fur- 
ther down the stream will give room for | 
a whole party. The return will be by 
way of Glendale Road. 
“One moment now may give us more 
Than years of toiling reason; 
Our minds shall drink at every pore 
The spirit of the season. | 
Then come, my sister! come I pray, 
With speed put on your moodlant | 
dress ; 
And bring no book, for this one day 
We'll give to idleness.” 


I had just read a favorite poem by 
Wordsworth entitled“ Yarrow Unvisited” 
The poet with his sister had been trav- 
eling among pleasant dales and rivers in 
Scotland, } ut did not “turn aside to Yar- 
row,” one of the most poetical streams. 
Wordsworth justifies this neglect 
“We have a vision of our own; 

Ah! why should we undo it?” 

And the concluding lines show that a 

pleasant vision may surpass the reality; 
and it is well to leave some places un- 

visited. 

“Should life be dull, and spirits low, 

*Twill soothe us in our sorrow, 

That earth has something yet to show— | 

The bonny holms of Yarrow!” | 


Last Saturday afternoon, tourteen ram- 
bers left Central Square in Sharon for 
a walk 10 Massapoag brook and Devil’s 
bridge, but returned later with their vis- 
ion unrealized. They did not turn aside 
to Yarrow.” An experience, however, 
was gained. 

Down Billings street was the first part 
of the ramble. Mrs, Eddy explained that 
her house was not built there, but had 
been moved to that spot from the Si 
iginal location near A. Alden Carpen- 
ter’s on Upland Road. The transforma-’ 
tion from Stonghtorham Institute to a 
dwelling house ror Mr. Fernald was not- 
ed. A copy was exhibited of a sketch 
of Sharon village drawn in 1849 by the 
father of. Edward Billings Capen, 


THE BROOK UNVISITED 


The thunder shower of last Saturday 
‘afternoon with its heavy rain is remem- 
bered. We watched the sky as we were 
leaving the last house in the village. 
|The pessimist pointed to the dark west; 
the optimist to the blue east; the Sunday 
.school teacher muttered “He that regard- 
eth the clouds shail not reap. All knew 
that the pucket in Mrs. Giberson’s wagon 
held ice cream. On we went. 

From Mann’s pond the second part of 
the route was over the cart path. A 
natural guide post stands in the form of 
a blasted } ine tree which marks the part. 
ing of the ways. At this point, a few 
minutes’ walk from Devil’s bridge, a fork 
in the road directs the rambler in cne 
direction to Billings street and in anoth- 
er to Gleudale Road. . 

The rustic bridge now called Devil’s 
bridge used to be known as “Ben’s 
bridge,” ond is in the line of an ancient 
path over which the inhabitants of Bel- 
cher street could go to the old Sharon 
meeting-house. Sore villagers frequent 
the place, but others may live in town a 
score of years without crossing the 
bridge or climbing the great rocks. 

There are at least four different ways | 


of goin ing or returning,—the cart path 
| from nn’s pond, Belcher street, Glen- 


dale road and the path from "North 
Main street opposite Maswonicut street. 
Nearby the brook was the famous Mis- 
ery meadow, which deserves to be ex- 
actly located and. described for the so- 
-ciety’s Scrap Book. - ef 

Scarcely had commenced the final walk 
‘to the bridge, when» we were confronted 
by the charp thunder shower. and the 
downpour of an abundant rain. _ 

In a storm, civilization is pre*erable to 
out-of-door nature study; and ere long 
we filled Mr. Brittain’s beautiful house 
on Glendale Road. Commend me to the 
Brittain’s for genuine hospitality. They 
were friends indeed. It was their pride 
to relieve the wretched.’ We must have 
had a draggled appearance, scaked 
as we were to the skin. 

Cakes end ice cream with ginger root 
in it were served and Mrs. Brittain dis- 
_pensed four o’clock tea. Strictly tem- 
perance was ample, for we were never. 
before as now so thoroughly cold water 
men and women. A member of the party 
recollected his academy class motto, Hae 
olim meminisse juvabit (it will be pleas- 
ant later on to recall what we have 
passed through). 

2 EUGENE TAPPAN. 
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RAMBLE NO. 2 


On Saturday afternoon, May 19, the 
participants in the second historical ram- 
ble boarded the eletrie car at Sharon 
centre and rode to Mr. E..C. Britton’s 
new home on North Main Street, a little 
west from the corner at Bay street. 
Here the company was welcomed by a 
salute from a mounted cannon, a four 
pounder which was used in the John 
Brown raid in 1860, and has been in 
the possession of the Britton family for 
many years. 

Before proceeding to the house, at- 
tention was called to an upright stone 
near the driveway, with the inscription 
“Lieut. Wm. Holmes. Pillion stone. 
1746—1905.” This monument will per- 
petuate the fact that on this place there, 
was built in 1746 the house occupied af- 
terwards for many years by Lieut. Wil- 
liam Holmes, a revolutionary officer. 
Close by also was a souvenir of the civil 
war, consisting of a 40Ib cannon ball 
resting on square bricks taken from the 
old house. At the foot of the steps 
leading to the veranda the party paused 
to notice the broad door step which | 
had been the lieutenant’s hearthstone. 

In the fireplace of the living room 
Mr. Britton pointed out a pair of and- | 
irons taken from the old tavern. After 
a thorough inspection of this delightful- 
ly arranged home, the visitors listened 
to interesting remarks by Mr. Britton 
and Mr. Sclomon Talbot. 

It seems that Lieut. Wm. Holmes 
above name] married Sybil Smith in 
1778. She was a daughter of Capt. 
Israel Smith, who cultivated a farm on 
Moose Hill. Sybil Holmes, a daughter 
of this inarriage, became the wife of 
Jonathan Cobb, the founder of the Cobb 
family in Sharon, and the builder of the 
Cobb mansion house on Bay street. A 
pleasant story was repeated of the first 
meeting of the lovers on the old muster. 
field. They were married in’1798. He’ 
died in 1845 sna she in 1866. : 

The Hixson family was spokenof whose 
farm adjoiaed to the west. Here a 
tannery wis carried on. . Mention was 
made of Oliver Curtis, a son of Minister 
Curtis.. ‘liver married a daughter of 
Edward Bridge Savels. An anecdote 
was told of a Sharon girl who escaped 
from a bear «when a mere child; and in 


ee 


rocks, the nests observed of a squirrel, 


jnature study. 


| proceeded. Mrs. Murdock, Mrs. Britton, 


Fernald, Mrs. French, Mrs, George, Mrs. 


‘Mr, and Mrs. Pettee, Mr. Phillips, Miss 


her old age when telling the incident to 
her grandchildren, she would dryly re- 
mark, “Whet would you do if the bear 
had eaten your grandmother ?” 

Roaming over the fields after the his- 
torical talk, 4 point of interest was a 
large boulder 20 feet high and* 70 feet 
around. ‘The return to the house was 
by a pleasant stroll through the woods 
in a different route. The various kinds 


lof trees were noted | the beds of fern 


admired, growing in the crevices of large 


a rabbit and a song bird, and attention 
was paid to other alluring objects of 


And now came the second part of the 
afternoon’s entertainment at the  re- 
nowned Cobb’s tavern, whither we gaily 


and Miss Cebb made charming hostesses. 
The mansion was thrown open to the 
ramblers, who wandered at will through 
the rooms, full of interest to the*obser- 
ver. The peculiar panelling of the 
walls in the dining room was noticed ; 
and to walk into the room which for so 
long a time was Sharon’s postoffice was 
an entrance into the domain of putes’ 
history. 

Delicious ice cream and cake were 
served as the company sat on the broad | 
verandas, and the hearty cheers led by | 
Mr. Henry ¥. Talbot uttered the appre- 
ciation of the guests. After the re- 
freshments Miss Cobb invited the party 
to her studio filled with her paintings, 
mineral coliections and antique furniture 
and any who chose sat in the chair 

| 


used to be set for Daniel Webster when 
he stopped here. Just as the car left 
for Sharon Center a parting salute was 
fired from the four-pounder. Many 
thanks are due to Mr. and Mrs. Britton, 
Mrs. Murdock and Miss Cobb for their 
kindness and excellent taste in preparing 
such an azreeable setting for this histor- 
ical ramble. 

Those pr2sent were Mr. and Mrs. Brit- 
ton, Mrs, Chapin, Miss Cobb, Mrs. Cut- 
ter, Mrs. Fddy, Miss Fernald, Mrs. 


Giberson, Miss Goddard. Mrs. Guild, 
Mr. Knight, Mrs, Mills, Mrs. Murdock, 


Rogers, Mrs, Stanley, Mr. Henry F, Tal- 
bot, Mr. Sclomon Talbot, Mr. Tappan, 
Miss Tappan, Mrs. Welch. 


ONE WHO. WAS THERE. 


MURIEL TAPPAN 


. 


SHARON OUTING. 


The third outing this season of the 
Sharon Historical Society occurred Sat- 
urday, June 2. At the opening and 
later additions there was a company of 
25, including Secretary Tappan, Eben 
Hewins of Boston, Solomon Talbot, Hen- 
ry F. Talbot, William R. Mann, Mrs. 
Warren, Mrs. Giberson, William Holmes, 
wifeand daughter of Bay street, Mr. 
and Mrs. D. Webster Pettee, Mrs. 
Amanda Eddy, Mrs, Benjamin Welch, 
Mrs. Matilda Reading, Mrs. Johnson of 
Depot street, Miss Faith Goddard, Chas. 
E. Landerkin and wife and Miss Esther 
Landerkin of Chelsea, Miss E, B. Arey 
of Boston, George Kempton, Mr. and 
Mrs. A. Alden Carpenter ‘and Ernest 
Peach. 

On arriving at Mr. Dorr’s farm most 
of the party alighted and took a pleas- 
ant walk in “Uncle Amasa’s Path,” by 
the cool side of Wolomolopoag pond, 
as far as the swimming hole. Mr. Eben 
N. Hewins here offered interesting re- 
‘marks, and said that the homestead of 
his father Amasa Hewins was where the 
Dorr house now stands, and mentioned 


about his going to the red school house | 


then near by. A path was also shown 
that was used by the school boys when 
‘they came at noon time to the pond for 
swimming exercise, and this was cor- 
roborated by Mr. Pettee. 

Amasa Hewins died in 1855 at 60 yrs. 
of age, His portrait is to be photo- 
graphed and presented to the Historical 


Society by Mr. E. N. Hewins. In those | 
early days the pond was surveyed by 


the school boys, and Mr. Pettee from the | 


field notes figured the area, which was 
found to be 32 acres. 

Carriages were resumed until we 
stopped on the old post road near cran- 
berry meadows, where Mr. Solomon Tal- 
bot pointed ont the old cellar where was 
built (year unknown) the first house be- 


tween Blue Hill and Rhode Island, called 
the “Haif-way House,” also “Wainman’s 
Ordinary.” This identification is an 
important fact for an antipuarian. Trav- 
ellers on the old post road stopped at 
this tavern. We were content to rest 
on a shady bank where refreshments 
were served. 

Mr. Talbot told the tradition of a 
man who was driving a drove of cattle 
on this ancient way soon after Boston 
‘was settled, when he was followed by 
Indians, As night came on he drove 
the cattle to a hill and guarded them | 
where this half-way house was being 
built. In order to stampede the ani- 
mals so as to secure the best ones for 
beef the Indians began firing bullets | 
inté thé frame of the house, where the | 
balls were found a hundred years later. 
The whites escaped the bullets by going | 
‘into the cellar, A family was living | 
here in 1658, | 

Several incidents en route remain to 
be mentioned. Mr. Talbot related that 
a tavern was built in 1710 by Ebenezer 
Billings Jr, at the corner of the streets | 
opposite Wolomolopoag Pond, and that 
he kept the tavern until 1740. 

A large snapping turtle was found by 
Mr. Talbot when we stopped at the 
cranberry meadow house (now closed) | 
‘formerly the house of Enoch Talbot, 
near the site of the old Billings tavern, 
where Madam Knight was entertained. 
This tavern is not to be confounded 
with the other taverns mentioned in 
this article. Mr. Tappan measured two 
large elm trees standing near the road- 
way on the Foxborough road One tree’ 
at Mr. Clark’s house was twelve feet 
four inches in circumference, and the, 
other at Mr. Piper’s house was found to 
be the larger, being twelve feet and 
nine inches in girth. The weather was 
fine and nothing occurred to mar the 
enjoyment of the occasion. 

GEORGE KEMPTON. 
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A SOLDIER OF THE 
REVOLUTION. 


An appropriate duty on the day before 
Bunker Hili day, was to put a silk flag 
at the grave of a Continental soldier of 
Sharon. It is quite a pleasant drive to 
the Southern part of the town where 
Drake cemetery lies somewhat off from 

| Mansfield street. This street is so called 
from its leading to the town of Mans- 
field. A little furher south is the ex- 
treme southerly corner. of the town, 
where the three towns of Mansfield, 
Sharon and Foxborough meet. From 
this point, a straight line running due 
north somewhat more than seven miles 
would reach the most northerly bound 
of the town on Neponset river. This 
line would pass through the middle of 
Massapoag pond, and also the centre of 
the village. The surface of the ground 
‘in this corner of Sharon and on the road 
from East Foxborough, approximates 
‘toalevel. We found it easy to drive 
the two-horse team across the fields 
| where back of an ancient apple orchard 
| and a knoll of trees, is tbe rural burial 
ground, surrounded by a stone wall. 

The grave of the soldier, Melzar 
Drake, is in good condition, and the 

| letters cut on the slate headstone are as 
clear as ever they were. They state that 
“he entered the service of his country 
at the age of 16 years and served in the 
war of her independence ” One notices 
the peculiar term applied to the war. 

Of such immense importance was the 
establishment of our government that it 
is a distinguished honor for one to have 

done a share of the work. The Historical 

| Society has a committee to ascertaip the 
/names of revolutionary soldiers who 
lived in this town. 


‘ 
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Assisted by the town clerk, I find that 
Melzar Drake married Chloe Morse, both 
of Sharon. They had ten children whose | 
names and years of birth are as follows: 
Francis 1785, Ellis 1788, Daniel 1790, 
Hannah 1795, Hannah (again) 1796, Joel 
1797, Friend 1799, Melzar 1802, Chloe 
1805, Irene 1808. 

Friend Drake lived on Mountain street, 
where his house still stands close to the 
roadside. Heis well remembered, and 
his descendants live in Sharon, as also 
some of them in remote states. 

The entrance through which we passed 
from Mansfield street, is nearly opposite 
the end of Willow street, and within the 
enclosure is an open cellar, where once 
stood a house. Locust trees and yellow 
rose bushes adorned the spot. Two 
young misses took down the bars and 
replaced them for our convenience. We 
thanked them and shared with them our 
frugal lunch. 

Returning home, we passed by the es- 
tate enclosed with excellently built stone 


| walls, and turned into the yard of Mr. 


C. Elbert Howard, a member of the so- 
ciety. At another place we noticed the 
cucumber vines growing in hot houses. 
The dignified frontage of the homestead 
of Mr. Bushrod Morse and its spacious 
lawn attracted our eyes, and then the 
prominent Capen house, which is being 
repaired after the fire of May 13. 

In the gray atmosphere of a light sum- 
mer rain, there is noticeable a difference 
in landscape effects. As we suddenly 
came in view of the wide expanse of our 
delightful Massapoag pond, we thought 
the view was especially beautiful. Across 
the water was Bluff Head. The slight 
veil of moisture was an added charm to 
the picture, while the same condition 
had laid the dust, swectened the air and 
cleansed the vegetation. No one dis- 
sented when one of the ladies’ remarked 
with animation, ‘I love to ride in the 
rain.” 


EUGENE TAPPAN. 


VISIT TO SHARON HEIGHTS 


6./7ag in concert. 
7, 

| served by the ladies of the family. A - eu 

‘| vote of thanks was passed, a flag given made in a circuit of 200 yards 


Lemonade and cakes were 


farm. A bird canvas has. been 


_to the pianist and all were happy—both diameter, showing 24 species and 


o’clock electric car in the Central Square || the hosts and the guests. Then the 5.30 44 different nests. ‘The chief en- 


} 
| —_—_— 
i A joyous group boarded the three 


on Saturday afternoon and rode to Sha- 
ron Heights. A few minutes walk on 
| Garden street brought them to the en- 
| trance of the nurseries of the well- 


known Boston seedsmen, R. J. Farquhar! tion of one’s own town, studying na- pear trees have been budded or 
| & Co., where they were received by Mr. i ture, and getting better acquainted with) grafted from a notable specimen 
| Cruickshank, a representative of the| 


|firm. Escorted by him the company 
visited the beds of massive grouping 
| of plants—the coreopsis with its heads 
-of showy yellow flowers, the larkspur 
with its field of blue. Big peonies and 
the old-fashioned bleeding heart attract- 
ed attention, 
Some of the men discoursed of weeds, 


and sorrel. 
‘Wilkins’ story of the man who lived 
on sorrel pie. Before leaving the 


_which was set ice-cream, cake and coffee 
| with the compliments of the Farquhar 
house. The treat was highly appre- 


ciated, and a formal vote of thanks was 
| enthusiastically passed with a round of 


cheers. Mr. Mackintosh made extempore 
remarks on the goodness of Sutton ex- 
celsior peas raised from Farquhar seed 

Shaking hands with Mr. Cruickshand, 
a walk was taken down the length of 
Clark street, and on by South Main 
street to Elm Lawn. Dr. Edwin R. 
Clark of a former generation lived in 
a house at the corner of Garden and 


| Clark streets, where is now only a cel- | 


lar excavation. He compounded popular 
| medicines and kept a store. His fast, 
| high-stepping gray horse is remembered. 
i 


, When intending to take from Sharon 
| Heights an express train to Boston, the 


| Sharon Heights in time to enter the 
j|train. A letter was read from his 
daughter, Mrs. G. A. Billings of Canton, 
| whose mother lives in Dedham. 

Elm Lawn, in our line of approach, 
was in sight at quite a distance. It 
occupies a prominent place where East 
Foxborough street and South Main 
street come together. Mr. John O’Brien 
received the guests at the western gate 
under the spreading beech trees, and en- 


in the parlors, where Miss Agnes O’Brien 
played upon the piano in a most charm- 
ing manner. Several songs were sung 


| A. Johnson, Mrs. H. Rebecca Johnson, 
naming Rowe wormwood, heart weed | Miss Dora M. Leonard, John W. Mackin- 4 4 - 
A lady repeated Mary/]|tosh, Miss Mackintosh, Mrs. John S. bred, especially quail, which can 


| Middleton, Mrs. Florence A, Murdock, be raised like chickens. The ferns. 


i) D- Webster Pettee, Mrs. Myra F. Pet- | and wild flowers as well as trees | 
grounds a pleasamt surprise appeared in i 
a table underneath an apple tree, on| 


| Hill. 


{doctor would wait to hear the engine 
| whistle, and then drive rapidly from | 


tering the house all were given seats’ 


| electric car came along, and took the emy of the birds is the domestic 
} tourists home. 


| has taught how good fellowship is eul- 


The afternoon ramble ¢3+ Attention is paid to the im- 


tivated by visiting in company a sec- | provement of native fruits. 600 


human lives. 


| on his ancestral grounds, and pro- 
The tourists were Mrs. Kate E. Bow- 


-man, E, Clinton Britton, Mrs. eaten’ withing rich as well as large fruit: 
Miss Marjorie Britton, Miss Gertrude M. It is on record tha t one pear 
Cobb, Mrs. Amanda M. Eddy, Mrs.; Weighed 23 ounces. 

Mary’ F. Giberson, Mrs. Martha M. Hew- The doctor’s experiments show- 
ins, William B. Holmes, Mrs. Holmes, ed that less than two per cent of 
Miss Harriet N. Holmes, Mrs. Harriet ‘ growing strawberries are eaten 
by the birds. Game birds are 


a 


tee, Miss Ruth A. Raynolds, Mrs. Jennie! are cherished; and almost all the 


P. Snow, Eugene ‘l'appan. The next : 
Mine ay. mae, Ve | wild flowers and trees naturally 
historical outing will take place on the | 5 


| Friday of Old Home Week, and will growing in this section are found | 


| consist of a grand ride down the old; ON the farm. 


Bay Road with Iunch on Rattlesnake | Miss Carrie W. Fernald read a 
carefully prepared paper on _ the 
Robbers Cave, written by Rev. 
Amos N. Somers, lately of Sharon, 
and now of Bath, N. H. 'What-' 


ever the occasion of the peculiar | 


title, the place has been so desig- 

fternoon, Sep- ? L 
nee ~ case There were <6 nated for half a century at least. 
me 2 and tI carriages. The) It was one of the purposes of the 


outing to despatch a section of the 
arty was welcomed by Dr. George 
W . Field at his residence on the party to explore the cave which 


lies 3-4 mile southwest of Dr. 
: ll street, half ~~ 
oe aes oe ce, vn d_ and Field’s house on the southeast 
walk: re P slope of Bluff Head. Mr, Somers 
alpole . 


‘ a ., :, Shows that the place is a fissure 
__ Dr. Field as 1s «asec formed by large rocks piled 
\ the chairman of the state board of gas Dear: d 
\fisheries end game, while on his bi- Agana PNG. ARE: SA See 


- _ that it is not incredible to fancy 
ological iarm of 225 acres, he pur abe tad : 
: mip fis m ave been 
‘sues the scientific study of life in y used for 


. shelter by lawless persons 
lants or animals. : ns. 
—— ee, 2 7 Shs euetcee The rousing old song of Cap- 
pa eis ? ’ tain Robert Kidd was then sung 
| the excursionists were called to or- b : 
; h y many voices :— 
/der, under the trees about the 


“My name was Robert Kidd 
house, by Mr. D. Webster Pettee, . ‘ ’ 5 
one of the vice-presidents of the God’s laws I did forbid, And so 


wickedly I did, when I sailed.” 
society, all of whom were there. 
Dr. Field, as the first speaker, ex- Mr. George Kempton read the 


Tinie Babe following memorandum by Mr. 
plained in brief the purposes of the Solomon Talbot on the gold mine 


A SEPTEMBER | AFTERNOON. 


One of the best outings of the 
Sharon Historical Society took 


a a 


‘the fifties, in the gold rush to Cal- 
ifornia, that Abner T, Upham.of 
Canton started for the gold fields, 
and, after some time employed in 
prospecting in the bluffs and 
gulches in California without any 
success, he returned home. 

But the idea of getting gold was 


_ still strong in his mind, and. after 
_ | examining the ledges and rocky 


Jhills in the neighboring towns, he 
came to Moose Hill in Sharon, 
where on Bluff Head he found 
some specmens of gold, or some 
indications of that metal, and he 
bought several acres of rocky land 
and commenced operations. This 
work he continued for some time 
without and success, and __finaliy 
gave up his labors. Mr. Upham 
died some years ago without any 
realization of his desire of being 
a wealthy man. The land is still 
taxed to Abner Upham, and th 
tax is promptly paid by his heirs.” 
A refreshing lunch of fruits, 
cake and lemonade was served, a 
vote of thanks given to the host, 
and the company separated to ex- 
» amine the surroundings.: Our pre- 
siding officer was “to the manor 


born” and went over the old home 


pleased to see ‘every loved spot that 
his infancy knew’. Dr. Field es- 
corted a score of persons along a 
most romantic woodland road to 
the weird spot where we found the 
Robbers Cave. It added to the en- 
chantment and the mystery that 
’ another section of the party tried 
unavailingly to get to the place 
by climbing up another way. Will 
it be believed by them that the 
‘| whole thing is not a fable? 


o ’ 


were found, a big key, some cloth- 


Somebody certainly had been in| 


e following as an addition to| a box of candy in gilt wrappers, 
Mr. Somers’ interesting story of| and a good sized manuscript en- 
the Robbers Cave. It was during} titled “The real diary of a bad 


man.” This was read aloud by 
‘our leader, and all were amused 
with the witty production. I hope 
that some extracts from it may be 
printed in the Advocate. 

An amusing occurrence was the 
fact afterwards discovered that 
Walpole friends were waiting in 
|the bungalow on the top of Bluff 
| Head to welcome some of the com- 
/pany who expected to get there, 
but missed the way. These mis- 
adventures, however, were but 


foils which set off to advantage 


the beautiful sights and pleasurable 
moments of a delightful afternoon. 

Those present were Arthur A. 
Bailey, Minnie C. Bailey, Miss 
Blackford (Providence), Abner H. 
Bowman, Kate E. Bowman, Fred- 
perick C. Cabot (Boston), A. Alden 
Alice H. Caswell, Harriet M. 
Chapin, Gertrude M. Cobb, Miss 
Curry, Almon I. Dyer, Lizzie I. 
J. Dyer, Amanda M, Eddy, Adel- 
aide M. Fernald, Carrie W. Fer- 
nald, George W. Field, Eliza 
French (Fall River), Lillian C. 
George, Faith Goddard, William 
L. Haskel, Miss Holmes (New 
Bedford), William B. Holmes and 
wife, Josephine C. Hooper, Estelle 
Hurll (New Bedford), Mrs. Hov- 
|¢y, Keorge Kempton, Eliza I. 
Kempton, and dog Rex, Jeremiah 


Mahoney, Susan L. Manchester 
(Newport R. I.), William R. 
Mann, Julia A. Mann, Eliza B. 


Mills, Florence A. Murdock, Er- 
nesto Nelson, Ernest E. Peach, D. 
Webster Pettee, Myra F. Pettee, 
John G. Phillips, Mary A. Potter, 
Esther Quinn, Ruth Quinn, B. 
| Frank Rhoades, Bessie F. Rhoad- 
| es, Miss Rhoades, Solomon Talbot, 


the cave befor our visit. No occu- | Edward A. Warren, Evalyn N. 
pant was in sight, but curiosities Warren, Helen 


Watson, 
Welch, Eliza L. White, Mrs. Hen- 
ry White. 


Dora }. 


hs the neighborhod. “I send you} ing, a pistol, a collection of coins, THE REAL DIARY OF A 


REAL “BAD-MAN.” 


Motto—I have set down naught 
in malice. 

(The following paragraphs are 

extracts from the manuscript found 

September 1, 1906, in the “Robber’s 


| Cave,” and referred to in the pub- 
lished account of the historical 
outing of that date.) 

December 21, 1905. Learned 


from a friend that Sharon is “the 
healthiest town in New England”— 
|so tremendously healthy, ’ indeed, 
| that the citizens do not even take 
}the trouble to inform themselves 
upon the merits of local questions, 
or to attend town-meetings, or in 
general to take a healthy interest 
in town affairs. The men spend 
their time when in Sharon at bil-! 
liards, cards or watering lawns; the 
women at .‘“Bridge” or Bridget. 
Many men here, too, lack the moral 
responsibilities of citizenshp in a 
manner worthy of themselves or 
creditable to the town. They vote 
‘as. Mr. So and So does, because 
they want his trade or his vote or 
his influence. “Tl fares that town 
—where wealth accumulates and 
men decay.” 

Dec. 22. Think Sharon is just 
the place I am looking for. Shall 
take 10.15 train tomorrow. 

Dec 23. Landed at Sharon 11.00 
A. M. Fell into an ambush at the 
station; was hit by a Bowman. 
Driven in all directions; saw all 
the Brooks, Barnes, Gates, Fields 
and Forrests. 

Dec. 24. Spent day in sizing up 
thethe people in detail. Visited the 
house of the good Shepherd on 
Ames street. Met at a confrence 
a number of professional specula- 
tors and promoters who live in 
Sharon; but I later learned that 
the only person who really has a 
corner in anything is Joe Goddard. 
Met the genial Mr. Noyes. He is 
ra trimmer, even if his name is No- 
yes. 


_ Jan. 1, 1906. To day. visited Jan 28. Stole a nap in Willis 
Fhieere Cave, guided by Mr. Geo. Thompson’s garden. Cut worms 
‘Kempton. ‘Found ‘sign” “Too let.” \“never touched me,” though it is | Water Committee. 
| Inquire of J. A. Bowman,” etc. 
| Jan. 2. Have taken a long lease 
of thé Robbers Cave. Mr: Bow- 
‘man, however, claimed a right of | 
way (“any old right of way will 
do”), also the right to all grass 
which may grow on the™ lawn.|. 
‘Hope I shall stay here long enough] 
to be exploited by the Sharon His- 
torical Society. 
March 17. To day the: “WwW. © 
lt U,. of Sharon formally notified 
me that inasmuch as Sharon had 
‘voted no license, I could not be al-] 
lowd to plant rye among the rocks 
on my land. In case I. persist, the 
‘petition this time will be. sent to 
John B. Moran. This appears to 
drive-me to the only safe business | 
in Sharon. I will become a terres- 
tial Capt. Kidd,, and I will sail into}| Coon, “assistant editor” of the Shar 
any proposition which comes my|/on Mav Seite, called this A. M. 1| 
way. I will deal in real and person-||am now to take a cold Ruby Rub. 
al. property; money, watches and||every morning and a hot Ruby Rub | 
superflous hair removed while you}/every Saturday night. Like sg 
wait; chloroform administered if]}!of our local tradesmen’s customers 
necessary ;sand bags.for individuals | ‘it never settles. ” : 
and gravel banks furnistied free of | Aug. 2. Fell over a Burbank | 
‘cost tothe town: There are no. | last night. No bones broken. Hair | 
paid police in Sharon, so I shall not | |Somewhat snarled up. 
|have to “see the man higher up.” Aug. 3. Felt like myself again. 
Saw Mr. Carpenter who lives near | | Held up and searched Mr. Tappan. 
‘the Sanatorium. I like him but | | Found some excellent ideas for the 
when I ‘say his post office name,| |Next Old Home week. He turned 
A. A. Carpenter,.I think I am be- the tables on me by persuading me 
‘ginning to stutter, to join the Sharon Historical Socie- 
| April 1. Readinthe Sharon Ad- iy. Inspected the plans of the new 
vocate editorial that William L. political emporium to be located 
has skill as a politician as well as just out of the Dennett building. 
a other gifts. Aug. 8. On Summit Avenue 
| April 20. Very cold day. Good |found a copy ‘of “Who’s Who in 
time for Arthur D. to make his |Sharon.”. Studied it professionaly, 
. jCoal burn. If it gets colder I shall | | and detided that everybody s “it.” 
_}be obliged to enter a larger Ston| || Aug- 30. Held up G. W. Field, 
Holm. 


| June 29. Went to see the new San’ 


even penny-in-the-slot affairs, but 
little bugs which you can’t see. They 


meeting at Charles Anderson’s.|society. 
|The most frequent testimony was 
“Let us spray.” 


greatness.” 


being obliged to have se a war 
Hastily, 


document in “cold type”. 
ad 4. ‘My friend Floyd C. 


—<Laeoe 


4 P. M. My 
..|(Spamed English Darrows) give 

July 1. Entered house of W. L.| warning that . Mr, 
Haskel (note the reformed spell-{an attack on the Robbers Cave. So 
ing). ‘Took- manuscript report offAdieu! The place that knows me 
Water Committee so that it might}once (or twice) shall know me no 
not be printed. Mr. H. was dejmore. Once more Adieu! “Fare- 


lighted to escape the likelihood o well, a long farewell to all my 


Found three suspender buttons and 
a report of a long since forgotten 


My friend Has- 


said they destroyed everything else. |kel, however, says that the report is 
is no good, since it contains no fig- 
Jose scales. Disappointed. Not ures, for “figures never lie’.’ 

Sept. 1. 3 P. M. 
out I see the Deadwood coach car- 
kill trees of all Kinds, though, andjrying the archives of the Sharon 
spread so that they are bad neigh- Historical Society to Moose Hill. 
bors. In the evening I went to No “dead wood”, however, in that 


From my look- 


trained birds 


Tappan: leads 


MARK NIT. | 


ETON: | 


TING OF THE HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY. 


No. 8, September 15, 1906. 
" > was a beautiful 
res were filled with members 
friends. 
ssapoag Lake with occasional 
3 at points of interest. The 
ting was held in the large re 
ion rooms of the 
=£e Home. Mr. D. W. Pettee 
sided. Prayer was offered by 
© A. J.” Dyer?’ Rev. M.°R.} 
‘ming was the first speaker and 
tlcomed the company of about | 
'ty persons to the new building, 
“ened last summer, where by the 
1d of the season 1000 women, 
-seding rest and recuperation, will 
tve been helped and encouraged 
a short outing. 
.o referred to interesting points 


inected with his own family his- © 
y during the period of the revol- — 


br 3A, : 
| [he American Hymn—‘‘Speed 

| r Republic,” was then sung by 
|. audience 
wo articles by Mr. Solomon Tal- 
‘vot, one giving historical facts re- 
_ lating to Massapoag and the other 
an account of the early settlement 
« Sharon and of the first settler 
the Pond—William Tolman in — 
20. Both papers. were interest- 


-¢ and acceptable. Mr. James 


E. Drake and Rev. A. J. Dyer | 


ere called upon for remarks and 
_ | sponded briefly. 
| The following poem composed 
| {hy Eugene Tappan was: sung by 
/the audience, led by Mrs. F. D. 
»Stanley, Mrs. Kempton presiding 


Mr. Britton on the cornet. 

LAKE MASSAPOAG. 
(To the music of “Believe me if 
all those endearing ‘young 
charms.” ) 
\ ake Massapoag lies in the heart 
_ of the town, 


day and the - 


The trip was around 


new Lake. 


Mr. Deming 


Mr. Kempton read 


ac the piano, and accompanied by 


With its beautiful fave to the 
sky, 
And its lover the sun all the day- 
time looks down, 
And smiles from. its station on|| ' 


high. 
Surrounded by groves in its rural 
retreat, KT ee 
The wild flocks here assemble} 
for flight, , 


And the moon and the stars are 
impatient to meet 

Where their beauty is mirrored 
at night. 


In the far away time the red In- 
dian came f 
And his. wigwam was built on 
the shore, 
He fished in its waters and gave it 
the name 
Of Massapoag for evermore. 
Tien the Puritan settled the banks 
of the lake, 
Tolman crossed in* his toge to: 
his cot, 
And Gridley and ce 
learned to take, 
Tron ore for their cannon and 
shot. 


in war 


Where to slackep their thirst came 
the moose and the deer, 

"The fond heart will oft: ‘turn with 
.delight,, . 

Ae bedecked with alt "Guna that 

- the senses gan cheer,- 

I ake Massapoag: erates to oe 

sight. 


|irom this bowl of pure water in 


nature’s own hand 
We will drink to its health and 
our own, 
For as long as the beautiful lives, 
it will stand 
The loveliest 
known. 


lake we have 


Mr. Tappan gave notice of the 
next Outing—to be a walk Septem- 
ber 29th. The visitors were then 
sbown through the pleasant, com- 


iertable house, and admired the 
fine view of the lake from the up- 
ver deck. Attention was called to 
the last resting place of William 

Tolman, located near the end of. 
the piazza of the home. He was 
tle first owner of that farm, which 
iti recent years was owned by Mrs. 
Maria Tolman Richards. A _ stop 
vas made at the Boys’ Home and 
the location of the ancient Tolman 
house and the original log cabin. 
Another stop was made at Sunset 
dill, where the view across the 


| 


\|lake is fine and was considered by 
1 rate Millet the artist, 


who saw 
it at sunset, as more beautiful than 
cts he had seen in his travels in 
Furope. A similar remark has 
Lecn made by a visitor to the lake 
ho had just returned from a trip 
through the White Mountains. On 
‘he return route the party was re- 
treshed by a donation of grapes of- 
fered by Mr. and Mrs. W. B. 
ifelmes of Bay Road district. 

The following is a list of per- 
sons who were in attendance: 

Edith Babcock, Mrs. Samuel B. 
| Bates, Mrs. E. J. Betts, Abner H. 
|Bowman, Kate E. Bowman, E. 
Clinton Britton and wife, Marjorie 
|Britton, Mrs. S. Warren Bullard, 
NA. Alden Carpenter, M. Imogene 
|Carpenter, Harriet M. Chapin, 
Gertrude M. Cobb, Gracie H. Da- 
mon, Miner R. Deming, Mary L. 
Deming, James M’E. Drake, AI- 
mion J. Dyer, Lizzie J. L. Dyer, 
Ruth E, Dyer, Amanda M. Eddy, 
Elbridge M. Fernald, Adelaide M. | 
|Fernald, Eliza W. French, Lillian’ 
©. George, Mary. F. Giberson; Ma-: 
try A. Hall, ‘Martha .M. = 


| 
} 


William B. Holmes and wife, Har- 
riet N. Holmes, Alfred H. Johnson 
and wife, George Kempton, Eliza 
J. Kempton, Mrs, John S. Middle- 
ton, Florence A, Murdock, Ernes- 
to Nelson, D. Webster Pettee, My- 
ra F. Pettee, Isabella Reynolds, Is- 
abelle H. Stanley, Mrs. M. A. Sted- 
man, Solomon Talbot, Eugene Tap- 
pan, Muriel Tappan, Charlotte S. 
Tolman, Dora Welch. 

GEORGE KEMPTON. 


—— OO EEE COO 


|AN AFTERNOON TEA ON| 
THE RANDALL FARM. 


Was it the charm of the unknown 


tand quite improbable that drew 
‘|tifty-five people to the historical 


\ 


cuiing of Saturday afternoon, 
eptember 29? What has Mr. 
Tappan found in that little corner 
lof Sharon, on the outskirts of the 
vijiage to the southwest, between | 
Seuth Main street and the railroad, | 
on what used to be the Randall | 
place, that was worthy of two 
hours of the time of fifty-five cap 
able and busy people? What reed 
chaken by the wind?) What dryads 
and naiads that since time began, 
nave lured men into the forstsand | 
by babbling brooks and gushing | 
liemusctains ? What witches of Shar- 
lon could brew tea under a druid oak 
tat would vie with the nectar of 
the Olympian gods in making glad 
the heart? We went to see and 
The three o'clock electric | 
j sound out. 
‘stopped at an unusual place that 
day, and the spirit of hospitality 
that for four generations since, 
372g had dwelt unmolested in: the | 
cll low one-story house, brooded 
lover every rock and pervaded every 
‘nook and corner of the farm, was 
there to greet the company that 
gathered. It was personified in 
Mrs. Washburn of Worcester, 
\. hose birthplace the farm was. 
Behind the old lilac-fringed cel- 
lar at the rear of the open field, a 
well preserved wood road opens al- 
luringly into the glade. Along 
tuis we followed, singly, by twos, 
and in larger groups, making our 
first detour to the surprisingly siz-_ 
#be brook, which flows from what | 
aprears to have once been a_ cran- | 
kerry meadow. <A_ long earth- 
mound has been cast up as a pcs, | 


Along the meadow the slow moy- 
ing water creeps sleepily until at a 
bieak in the dam it suddenly a- 
wakes and goes down the incline 
iaughing and dancing toward Beav- 
2r brook, all unconscious of hy- 
diaulic engineers, water commis- 
sioners, water committees, steam 
pucnaps and standpipe. 

Just a little further on, at a point 
concealed until you are close upon 
it, was a glassy opening under a 
primeval oak tree, where we found 
the witches were making tea. 
Scats for thirty or forty people, 
tuples laden with crackers, cheese, 
cookies and fruit had found their 
wy before us. A quartet sang, 
“Molly put the kettle on,” and 
While the young ladies passed the 
|tea and we ate and drank, a guess- 
ing contest was entered into.‘ This 
litle book,’said Mr. Tappan, “ ‘A 
Man without a Country,’ by E. E. 
Hale, will be given to the person 
who guesses nearest in inches and 
hait inches to the girth of yonder 

ak.” We guessed all the way from 
seventy inches to one hundred and 
twenty. The exact measure was 
uinety-one and one-half inches, and 
M:ss Gertrude M. Cobb guessed 
{ninety one inches winning the 
pire. 

Mr. Kempton was made master 
of ceremonies, and the formal ex- 
ercises of the occasion began. The 
quartet sang “The Old Oaken 
LEucket,” standing under a genuine 
Jo'd oaken bucket suspended from a 
liiab of the oak. 

Miss Elmira S. Winship spoke 
of pleasant memories of early days. 
Mr. Benjamin Raynolds told of ar- 
1ow head chips and a large Indian 
stone axe found on the place. Mr. 
Solomon Talbot gave a sketch of 
tle beginning of history at that 
pont. The farm was set off from 
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‘Tim Lawn farm in 1729, when Jos- 
eps Randall cleared the fields, 
‘built a house and married a wife. 
|The valley of the shadow of 
death,” was the place where the 
officiating clergyman told the bride 
her future home was located. It| 
pioved, however, to be a veritable 
f. untain of life, for nine children 
were born to the first couple oc 
cupving it, and four generations of 
Randall’s have lived -in the old 
house. 
Mrs. Peter Talbot of Canton, 
read a paper entitled per Mectpns | 
of South Main pret fifty and| | 
,t0re years ago.” Eleven houses} 
only could then be counted from| 
Elim Lawn to the Square. Among | 
| them were a siaughter house and a! 
blacksmith shop. 
Mrs. Amanda M. Eddy told how | 
one of the Randall’s once drove ov-! 
er to Moose Hill to attend the funr 
eral of a man whom dame rumor} 
had reported dead, but whom Mr. 
Randall found alive and well able 
to care for himself. This tendency 
to error on the part of dame rumor 
‘is not confined to Sharon, nor yet 
(to the Sharon of ancient days. This 

w.is not, however, the origin of the | 
jold law, “You must not believe all 
| you teciar 

Members of the company gath- 
ered wild grapes in the vicinity of 
thc brook, drank from one cf two 
¢ jously flowing springs which are 
uever dry, visited the site of the 
bake-shop erected years ago when 
the railroad was being constructed, 
and then returned to South Main 
street. On the way the dam at the 
fact of the meadow was inspected, 
and the old granite door step 


( which was presented to the Sharon 

Historical Society) was examined. , 

What better can be done than to 

-s:nooth off the old cellar hole, leave 
-a vigorous clump of lilacs, and un- 
|aerneath it place the stone prop- 
erly inscribed? Ata little after five | 

c’clock an exceedingly plasant out- 

|ing of the Society came to an end. 
There follows an alphabetical list | 

cf those present :—Minnie C. Bail- 

ey; William Barry, Gertrude A. 

Larry, William Barry, Jr., Esther 

E-ateman,( Norwood,) Kate E. Bow- 
man, Winnibel Bowman, E. Clinton | 

Gritton and wife, (Canton,) Mar- 

|jore Britton, (Canton,) S. Warren 
| Bullard and wife, Sarah C.-Bur- 
bank, A. Alden Carpenter, M. Imo- 
gene Carpenter, Albert F. Caswell, 
Gertrude M. Cobb, Carrie Curtis, 

Almon J. Dyer, Lizzie J. L. Dyer, 

Stillman D. Eddy, Amanda M. Ed- 

dy, Lillian C. George, Mary F. Gib- 
erson, Tessie Gordon, Mary A. 
Hall, William L. Haskel, Martha 
M. Hewins, Mary F. Estey Hol-) 

brook, Harriet A. Johnson, Mil- 

dred Johnson, Belle Keith, (Ever- 

ott,) George Kempton, Eliza J. 
Kempton, Mrs. M. P. Woldemar 

reutz, William R. Mann, Mrs. 

John S$. Middleton, John O’Brien, 

Mary A. Potter, Esther Quinn, 

Ruth Quinn, Benjamin Raynolds, 
{sabella Raynolds, Gertrude Stev- 

cnson, F. Adelaide Talbot, (Can- 
ton,) Solomon Talbot, Eugene 

Tappan, Muriel Tappan, Dana 
Tappan, Evalyn N. Warren, Mary 
F. Washburn, (Worcester,) Helen 
Watson, Dora Welch, Elida L. 
White, Elmira §. Winship, 

iJ.ynn.) 


ALMON J. DYER. 


| 


i 
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AN AGED FRIEND. “My heart strings round thee |referred to by Mr. Dyer, who is 


cling, proud of the fact that in his native 

On Saturday afternoon, Octo-| Close as the bark old friend! |Cummington, the poet first saw 
ber 13, the Sharon Historical Soci-| Here shall the wild-bird sing, the light. 

ety outing party paid a loving} And still thy branches bend. | The declining sun was now 


visit to a large-hearted acquain- Old tree, the storm thou’lt brave,||casting long shadows on_ the 
tance—a pine tree—standing~ in} And, woodman, leave the spot;|/Stassy field below the ridge, and 
Beaver Hole meadow. Mr. John) While I’ve a hand to save, | giving cheers to Mrs. Kittredge, 
ls Phillips conducted the compa-} Thy axe shall harm it not.” “with wandering steps and slow,” 
ny to its retired home, and made a} After giving three cheers for the} We quit our paradise of an hour, 
lshort address while standing be-jtree and the tree-lover, a short and returned to the village. It 
side it. There are, he said, 39;walk was taken further out on the jwas a glorious day and a good 
varities ci the pine in the United|meadow to a point from which ‘agnl 

| 
| 
| 


'|States. The two kinds familiar|across the intervening level, an ex-|, Those who went were Charles 
in Sharon are the pitch pine andjcellent view was obtained of the|| Bartlett, John A. Bowman, Kate 
the white pine. When less nu-/ancient evergreen. We had come =. Bowman, Marie Hilda Brittain, 
merous the pines will be prized as|to this locality by a ramble on the |E. Clinton Britton and wife,(Can- 

ton,) Marjorie Britton, (Canton,) 

Frederick Brown, (Dorchester,) 

‘Susan C. Burbank, A. Alden Car- | 


|; Ornamental trees. _°  |wood road crossing the old dam 
‘| The tree here standing is one|over Beaver brook. Most were 
| of the largest and oldest in the re-|on foot, though others rode. At 
‘|gion, having a girth, as measured|the brook we ate some sprigs of|/Ppenter, Mr. Imogene Carpenter, 
\lthen, of 10 feet and 5-8 inch. The|the abundant water-cress which | Harriet M. Chapin, Gertrude M. 
speaker stated several reasons why|likes to grow there. |Cobb, Almon J. Dyer, Lizzie J. 
the old pine has flourished so well.! On the highest elevation of this|L. Dyer, Stillman D. Eddy, 
It has a favoraJle soil and a pro-|ridge, Mr. Kittredge has built a Amanda M. Eddy, Mattie Eddy, 
tected situation, and was kept in|commodious summer house, in|Carrie W. Fernald, Bernice Field, 
life by the inaccessibility of its lo-jand about which 61 persons spent Lillian C. George, Mary F. Giber- 
cation. a happy hour interspersed with |S0n, Faith Goddard, Tessie Gor- 
Referring to the circumstance} witty addresses from Rev. Almo:| don, Lillian M. Hall, Mary A. 
that oak trees, older even than|J. Dyer, Mr. Solomon Talbot and Hall, Mrs. H. B. Hazleton, Flor- 
pines, are found standing apart,| Mr. D. Webster Pettee. Mr. Geo. | ence Hixson, William B. Holmes 
|having been reserved, it may be, | Kempton presided. A former |and wife, Miss Holmes, Harriet 
\for the shelter of pasturing cattle. ‘owner was Zebulon Waters, and}. Johnson, Mildred Johnson, 
iMr. Phillips ‘suggested that a after him his son Joseph B. lived|Elizabeth F. Kittredge, Dorothy 
|large shade tree was useful to the ihere and was the possessor for|W. Kittredge, Hope Kittredge, 
farmers in olden time, who much|many years of the famous Goy. | George Kempton, Eliza J. Kemp- 
prized the natural meadow for its|Bradford bible, now in Pilgrim ton, Mrs. M. P. Woldemar 
abundant grass crop. Indeed, the | Hall in Plymouth. Kreutz, John W. Mackintosh and 
|story has come down that the hay-| Coffee and sandwiches never|Wife, Emily Mackintosh, Jeremiah 
lmakers two or three generations | tasted better than those dispensed| Mahoney, Mrs. John S. Middle- 
ago, ate their dinner beneath this|by our agreeable hostess, Mrs.|tom, Eliza B. Mills, Florence A. 
|shade. Such use was an addi- | Kittredge. Such sentiments as|Murdock, John O’Brien, D. Web- 
tional reason why the axe was these were overheard: “I love,Ster Pettee, Myra F. Pettee, John 
not applied to the roots. the country with all my heart.”|G- Phillips, Mary N. Phillips, Ruth 
When a few years ago the lot of “I can’t tell how much I love this Quinn, Esther Quinn, Benjamin 
(land was set up for sale at auction,| place.” “I’d rather walk in these|Raynzolds, Isabella Raynolds, F. 
and the chief apparent value was| woods than read the best book Adelaide Talbot, (Canton,) Sol- 
the worth of the tree for lumber.| that ever was written.” Nor was}0™70” Talbot, Eugene Tappan, 
an attendant at the sale, who re| unnoted the incentives to higher| Helen Watson, Dora Welch. 
spected the venerable growth still living inspired by communion in EUGENE TAPPAN. 
green in its old age, bid off the, ;one of those groves which Bry-— 
parcel of land and saved the mon-| |ant might have had in mind when 
larch of the meadow from an ig- |he wrote, “The groves were God’s 
nominious end in the sawmill. first temples.” This writer was 


guise? Sweets were sh , in- Aa i 
gu e showered in room, and the old song “Wait for | 'Putation travels faster than he 


hands and laps, under the melting 


} 


THE LAST OF THE RAM- thing doing all the time from start} Mrs. Eddy and others tod’ stor- 
BLES, to finish. ies concerning residents of North 
Passing the north school house,} Sharon of a couple of generations 
we soon arrived at the estate ofjago. ‘The triplets, two boys and a 
Mr. Nelson L. Martin, known as} girl, born August 4, 1856, to a 
Glen Hill farm, situated on Via-} family named Miller who lived in 
4 sich Uh duct street. The mansion house is|the house next the school house, 
ine have be 22m at elevated upon a knoll well above/and who were christened Julius, 
eee nee d a prea wes ithe road and the farm lands, and is | Julian, and Julia Ann, respectively. 
Ree iayoue renkity of whee welpes | surrounded by higher hills. The|“Uncle Daniel,” and “Aunt Nab- 
during the whole trip, including the |ocation and the natural scenery|by,’ brother and sister Puller? 
| (oes : ._,|from this point, remind one of cer-) dressed in the garb of Old Colony | 
weather conditions, the congenial]. . an vputA curd onyl.. ; 3 
tain portions of the extreme west-,times, who made cider and paid 
[esac ara gat the ate % hap, ern part of Massachusetts and the/their tithes to the church by keep-! 
ae ce en mit pa (name “Little Berkshire.” might notiing the minister’s jug supplied | 
ae opel ee ih . pil | be out of place as applied to thig| with good vinegar. Reuben Law- 
and an auto, conveyed a party of |" of Sharon. | ppt The.conmsiniay Sete 


a |baskets, always wore the long blue 
eee Petsons. through the It is.a: charming.spot, wrested) so to meeting, and drove a bull 
Notch,” which is that picturesque | from Nature's grasp but 4 sai, A i os mouth, through 
pass through the Moose Hill Range | years since, and converted into a 
extending from Shoemaker’s Row:|picturesque and highly cultivated 
to the Warren Fuller farm, to |farm and most hospitable home. 
North Sharon. That wonderful | 
guiding star, which directs the way | 
in all the movements of the His- 


It rained just enough on our re 
turn ride from the Historical Ram- 
ble of October 27th, to remind us, 
not of the sad thought of what, 


the village streets. Those exer’ 
cises were entertaining and at their 
close, Mrs. Hutchins, a sister of 

The house, sightly except for the OUT gracious hostess, sang several ' 
trees, is placed broadly on the Selections with piano accompani-| 
, o® ‘ground with piazzas around it, ment. The whole house was open 
torical Society and sees every un aS or eee above, and with|to the guests, indeed it didn’t look! 
Gene ns isda se ba, anal pasate. | ations rooms inside suggesting alas if it ever had been, or could be! 
iar = iat o aa pine this ee pleasant mingling of Camp life and shut up, and in some of the rooms! 
casion. While stopping a few MO! comfort by the ‘chimney corner,|there were certain unmistakable ev- | 
ments to drink in the beautiful aut- With alhGf bie enjoyments of home idences that company was expected | 
a view across the Fowl BPE hifelall the-yéarlround Mr. D. W.| Whether invited or not. But how 
ows, and to the Blue Hills beyond, Petts yeehded ove ins quite in-| Could they know it would be such a| 


was it by some sylvan diety in dis- formal meeting hel in the billiard hungry company? ‘Truly a man’s| 


to unexpecting but not unwilling ||. Wagon,” was sung “Con Moto | 40s sometimes, and possibly this 
\ as; , > + 2 . 

Z , memng | Expressione.” Remarks followed|'™2Y aso apply to a society. The 

influence of which, conventionality | 5... several. persons, notably Mr. |SPread was dainty and abundant 

seemed also to melt; remarks, us- ‘Martin, the host, who gave a little |2"¢ gracefully served by the young 

ually believ in whis- ||. “eh Lie ies’ : 

y ed - be made in whis history of his connection with the | ladies, of... the household, There 
Sr: ceely wits and | place starting with only 4 acres sh seth Rapes ae ica ome egionse epee 
for a brief space of time, sentimen-| : | vote of thanks and the cheers given | 

to Mr. Martin and his family. 
Leaving the hill, many visited the| 


land a small farm hous 
i ion ae ; e 9 years 
vee sonia Oy Pay ago and enlarging it to an estate 
» ee e ee WORE SHEE) 4 ¢ about 500 acres and the buildings ; Pai ; 
Hogg Wyyitself, and the reference | tready referred to. Mr. Martin | ot Sey. ee eee in-| 


si 1 } . » 4 
eg es, 0 show ' that there} elcomed his guests in a hearty || spected aiherduet. some, £0 Jersey | 
"land Guernseys, some of pe | 


wasn’t a dull moment; if i t} - 
% j ent; if it wasn ti way, and urged them to feel at | . 
one thing it was another, or,, in Raa | were prize creatures, and over 4 


sporting parlance, there was some-| ~ | pigs, big and little. All the ar- 
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rangements were models of sanita- 
tion and convenience. The notes 
of Mr. Britton’s bugle were still 


Here are some of the dishes, re-| yard, where it still flourishes, nv 


called from pleasant memories, to | doubt the oldest elm, and the larg- 


which the society was treated at| est tree of any kind in town. Many 


making the echoes as we drove 
down the hill to the fertile farm and} Sandwiches—chicken, ham, cheese, 
comfortable home of our honored | bread and butter. Ice Cream, 
chairman of selectmen, Mr. Ed-|Cakes, Coffee, Cocoa, Apples and | 
ward J. Fuller, at Pigeon Swamp.| Bananas. 

Mr. Fuller is a representative man; With a full feeling of apprecia- 


Mr. Martin’s and Mr. — Fuller’s: 


its general and special significance.| society gave the hearty cheers for 


of Sharon, using the term in both] tion for such kind attentions, pen 


years later after his death, his son 
and successor to the home, when an 
old man, is said to have talked a 
great deal about the old tree under 
whose shade he had “lived nearly 
one hundred years,” and these were 
among the last words that he spoke 
to those who cared for him in his 


To paraphrase the familiar eul- 
ogy on Washington, Mr. Fuller 
may be said to be “the man first in 
husbandry, first in politics, and first 
in the hearts of his townsmen,” at 
the present time. 
the farm proves the first proposi- 
tion, his many re-elections to public 
office, the second, and the result of 


aS OUr representative to the gen- 
eral court, the third. 


possession of the Indians. 
_ Many interesting Indian relics 
have been found, some of which 


are to be seen in the collection of 
the Antiquarian society at the 
Town House. 


by Mr. Fuller and the members of 
ie household, and, as if in all con- 
'science the Ramblers hadn’t been 
sufficiently feasted already, here 
eee the table in the Fuller dining- 
‘room, fairly loaded with substan- 
jtial dishes. And would you be- 
lieve it? 
the first banquet, here was the 


‘Sharon Historical Society crowd: | 


ing about the table and falling to 
again. The only excuse that could 
be offered was the special attrac- 
tiveness and excellence of the re- 
pasts. 


i] 


| 


“Our Next Representative,’ and | final illness: “Do not let them cut 


His success on’ 


The party was cordially received | 


departed. 


At, the , next we. were 
halted and welcomed by James H. 
McManus, and invited to take a 
look at the famous old Elm that 
Stands by his front gate. -The tree 
|measures a girth of 19 feet 2 inches 


house 


,.and an interesting story is told in 
the recent caucus nominating him connection with it, which runs 


somewhat as follows: It was 


Previous| probably about one hundred and 
to the present ownership, this farm fifty years 


belonged to the Richards family,|' o¢ this house, 
and previous to that, was in the] one d 


ago that an old resident 
when in the forest 
ay, not far from his home, 
was pursued by an Indian of the 
Ponkapoag tribe, and being un- 
armed, was obliged to flee for his 
fife. 
tom-a-hawk of his pursuer by skirt 
ing the edge of a precipitous rock, 
(perhaps the rock now called 
Whale’s Back,) he slipped and fall- 


Within a half hour after threatened him from both the sav- 


ing would have received serious in- 
jury had he not been so fortunate 


[as to grasp with one hand a small 
jelm sapling, thereby lessening the 


rapidity of his descent. By this 
means he escaped the harm that 


age enemy and the fall over the 
cliff, and so reached his home in 
safety. Afterwards realizing a 


certain debt of obligation he owed 


to this friendly young tree, he went 
back and dug it up and_ trans- 


plante.t it in front of his own door- 


In his endeavor to escape the 


i that tree down.” 


Three cheers were given for the 
venerable tree, and a good night 
for Mr. McManus. 


It was nearly dark now, and the 
procession of carriages practically 
‘broke ranks, and each _ separate 
group took its own way, and its 
|own gait, homeward. 


| Thus the “Rambles” of the His- 
torical society for the season of 
1906 closes its series of “unparallel- 
ed successes,” as the show bills 
would put it. With only two rainy 
days out of the whole number, and 
even the people who got caught on 
those two days laugh about it a' 
great deal and seem to consider it! 
2 kind of “lark.” Good luck has 
been with them, but more than that, 
a touch of energy, a touch of kindly | 
public spirit and a touch of the ar- 
tist, have been behind the undertak- 
ings and pervading every detail all 
the way through. 

JOHN G. PHILLIPS. 
October 29, 1906. 


SOME BENEFITS OF HISTOR- 
. ICAL OUTINGS. 


| i 
as “Uncle Amasa’s path;” Devil’s 
“Robber’s Cave; “Iron| 
The old school dis 


Mr. Frederic Endicott of Canton, 
puss pointed out some large rocks, 
,at the shore of Massapoag pond,| Mine;” ete. 


rock ;” 


I will mention some interesting | which apparently are moved in the| trict boundary stones with initial let 


features of the Sharon outings, 
which outlive the hours spent in 
the walks and drives. And, first, 
each historical excursion has been 
the occasion of a full description 
written by one of the ramblers and 
printed by the courtesy of Mr. 
Hight, in the Sharon Advocate. 
Filés of the ‘Advocate are kept in 
the town library, and the narra- 
tives of the rambles are inserted in 


the Historical ‘Society Scrap Book. 


The writers this year were Almon 


J. Dyer, May L. Felt, George 
Kempton, John G. Phillips, and Eu- 
gene Tappan. 


Two memorial stones have been 
suggested by this outing, and it re- 
mains. for persons interested to car- 
ry out the suggestions. In the 
course of the Randall walk, Sep- 
tember. 29, Mrs. Mary F., Wash 
burn of Worcester, presented to the 
Society, the old granite door step 

jof her ancestral home, and ex- 
pressed the wish that with the con- 


: 


: -sent of the land owner this ancient! 
_ threshold might be set up near the| 
house and suitably | 


site of the 
marked. Is not a lady’s wish 
sometimes equivalent to a welcome 
[commen ? 

* The other suggestion referred to 
_was at the Lakeshore Home on the 
‘noticed the grave of William Tol- 
“man, and Mr. Deming showed his 
‘interest in honoring that . pioneer 


| winter time by the ice. Several of!ters on them should be preserved 
these rocks have been marked lately | carefully,asalsotheold town bounds 
so that this apparent movement may on the Baystreet sections of land | 
_be verified next season and the dis- once belonging to Stoughton. 
tance so moved determined. Another matter of permanent use | 
One who takes many rambles in inspired by the outings is the study 
a township of average size like ‘of the past history of the places vis- 
Sharon, is impressed by the large- ited and the people formerly living 
ness of the territory compared with there. What a splendid outcome 
his. ability to walk oyer it: The. of an afternoon's jaunt would be a 
town contains 24“sqtiare miles, is patiently composed narrative based 
other words 15360 acres, leaving on diligent search! Lives of men 
_out enough for roads and water and|and women of old, history of the tiv 
| calling it 14000 acres, how many |tle to the land one lives on, descrip 
niles must one travel to walk only | tion of former industries in Sharon, 
‘once across each acre? Conceive | accounts of former days and celebra 
the ground to be laid out in square |tions might be the themes of most 
‘acres, (640 square acres to the) interesting and important essays 
‘square mile,) and it is evident that | from the pen of many a member of 
fone mile walk will cover but a|the Sharon Historical Societv. An 
|fraction over 25 acres. Livide|drew D. White, in his recent Aut 
} 14000 by 25 and it is found that | obiography, insists, by an apt inci- 
|one must walk 560 miles to cross |dent in his own political career, on 
,each Sharon acre only a single time. | “the value of a careful study of any 
There are many spots in the town |really worthy subject, even though, 
at first sight, it may seem to have 


little relation to present affairs.” 
EUGENE, TAPPAWN. 


‘not yet explored by any given in- 
dividual. | Curious stories are told 
of hunting the woods to locate ones 1 
lot, and it was not unfrequently | 
confirmed by some old pedestrian | 
hon the ramble, “I never was here | 
before.” 
I have made the above amusing 
calculation to emphasize the 
‘portance of doing something to eX: | 
}tend ones acquaintance with the | 
topographical features of his own 
| town, and to show that there is 


i 
H 
| : 

1m 
t 


settler. ‘A fit monument might be) “ample room and verge enough” 
_a boulder with a bronze tablet re-| for town explorations, wherever 
) citing that. “William Tolman. re-| we go today, we can go “Tomorrow 
quested to be buried on this spot} to fresh woods and pastures new.” 
from which he had often watched! To help strangers and infrequent 


f= around the lake. Here was 


the wild geese fly over the pond.” | visitors, some signs might be put up | 
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